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Welcome to the September 2008 issue of People to 
People International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We 
encourage you to explore each section for updates and 
inspiring stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at 
�������������	
������
	��  with news and photographs for future 
issues. 
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PTPI's 18th Worldwide 
Conference: Symposium on 
Peace and Conflict  was 
recently held in Egypt.  Read this 
section and others for highlights.  
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This section notes recipients 
recognized at the Awards 
Luncheon and Ceremony  held 
during PTPI's 18th Worldwide 
Conference .  
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 
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Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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We invite you to Be a Part of the 
Journey  with one of our 
educational, cultural and 
humanitarian missions for adults.  
Learn more in this section.  

  
 

PEACE CAMP 

 

We are accepting applications for PTPI's 
Peace Camp  to be held in Jordan, March 
26 - April 5, 2009!  Students ages 16-
19 are eligible to apply.  For details, visit 
���
����
	�� .  See Be A Part Of The Journey - 
Student Travel. 

 

ECO-FRIENDLY MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

 

Watch for PTPI's new eco-friendly 
membership renewal notices  made 
from recycled paper.  The envelopes can 
be reused to mail your dues. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

 

Congratulations to Youth Programs 
Coordinator Kristine Knutter , who was 
selected for the “20 in Their Twenties” 
class featured in the August issue of 
Ingram's magazine!  Read the article by 
clicking ���� . 
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In this section, learn about 
Student/College/University 
Initiatives around the world.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa .  
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This section shares news from 
OIC: Operation Iraqi Children .  

 

We also wish to announce that Managing 
Director of Membership Services Theresa 
Stock Willmoth  will soon move to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania USA.  All of us 
are very sad to see her go, but 
also excited about this new opportunity for 
her and her family.  Good luck, Theresa , 
and thank you for your many years of 
warm, dedicated service to PTPI! 

 

ABOUT PTPI  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 

 

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Arabic and Chinese.   
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We bid farewell to members of our 
PTPI family who have passed 
away. 
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  
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People to People International 
World Headquarters 
911 Main Street 
Suite 2110 
Kansas City, Missouri 
64105 U.S.A  

816.531.4701 
816.561.7502 fax 
E-mail: ���������
	��  
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Worldwide Conference 
  

 

 

 

Delegates of PTPI's 18th 
Worldwide Conference 
attended an Awards 
Luncheon and Ceremony 
on September 5. 

 

 

 

  
PTPI’s 18th Worldwide Conference: Symposium on Peac e and 
Conflict  brought together approximately 200 delegates from more 
than 20 countries at the Semiramis Intercontinental in the fascinating 



city of Cairo, Egypt.  Countries and territories represented included: 
Albania, Egypt, France, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Mondovia, Mongolia, Palestinian Territories, Puerto Rico, 
Senegal, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Taiwan, South Korea, United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

The five-day conference was comprised of educational sessions, 
cultural and social activities, and awareness of several humanitarian 
efforts.  The Opening Ceremony keynote address was presented by 
Dr. Leila Takla , who shared her perspectives on the theme of Peace 
and Conflict.  Panel discussions included an Interfaith Dialogue with 
Father  Nabil Haddad, Dr. Ali Samman, Aziz Abu Sarah, Rami 
Elhanan  and moderator Dr. Azza Heikal .  Middle East politics was 
the second discussion with high profile speakers Dr. Yossi Beilin, 
Dr. Moustafa El Fiqi  and Dr. Ahmed El Tibi .  This panel was 
moderated by Board Member and Vice Chairman for the Middle 
East/Africa, Amr Badr .   

A musical presentation by Dr. Mohammed Kazem  about the Search 
of Understanding was a perfect addition to the program.  Delegates 
were also treated to a delightful breakfast at U.S. Ambassador 
Margaret Scobey’s  residence, where she spent time talking with 
participants.  Of course a visit to Egypt wouldn’t be complete without 
a lecture by the Secretary General of Antiquities Dr. Zahi Hawass . 

For the humanitarian element, special guest speaker Michael Cory 
Davis  shared a powerful film about the global issue of human 
trafficking.  Participants also learned about a local nongovernmental 
organization, Integrated Care Society  (ICS), with a visit to its facility, 
as well as a tour of one of the communities that has been revitalized.  
PTPI President and CEO Mary Jean Eisenhower  presented a 
generous monetary donation to ICS on behalf of PTPI’s 18th 
Worldwide Conference delegation. 

In addition, visits to the Great Pyramids of Giza, as well as the 
Egyptian Museum were enjoyed.  Many took part in a traditional 
Egyptian dinner on a felucca, while sailing on the River Nile and took 
advantage of local tours to the Mosque of Mohammed Ali at the 
Citadel, Old Coptic Cairo and the famous Khan El Khalil Bazaar.   

A highlight of the conference included PTPI’s Annual Awards 
Luncheon and Ceremony.  Please be sure to visit the PTPI Awards 
section of this e-newsletter, which lists the deserving 2008 award 
recipients! 

It was very unique to experience Cairo, a city of more than 18 million 
residents during its holiest season of Ramadan.  It was near 
impossible not to feel the dedication and sacrifice of the Muslim 
community as they partook in their daily fast.  Crowded streets 
became quiet in the late afternoon hours as many rushed home to be 
with their loved ones for Iftar, the breaking of the fast.  The evening 
brought festivities that continued through the night.  It was an 
atmosphere that is very special to the city of Cairo and one that will 
be well remembered.   
  



For all that the Worldwide Conference had to offer, it is the sincerity 
and graciousness of the people that everyone will remember most.  
Thank you to all who participated -- we look forward to seeing you in 
the very near future on another PTPI program! 

We also invite our global family to join us at our 19th Worldwide 
Conference , which will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, USA  in 2010!  
Details will be shared in the coming year.  

Click here to view pictures of PTPI’s 18th Worldwide Conference 
�
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PTPI Awards 
  

 

 

 

PTPI President and CEO 
Mary Jean Eisenhower 
with Aziz Abu Sarah and 
Rami Elhanan of the 
Parents Circle - Families 
Forum, recipient of PTPI's 
highest honor, the 
Eisenhower Medallion. 

 

 

 

  
Congratulations to the exceptional recipients of People to People 
International’s 2008 awards.  Adult award presentations were held 
during PTPI’s 18th Worldwide Conference  in Cairo, Egypt.  For 
those unable to join us in Cairo, their awards will be presented at a 
later date.  A celebration of student achievements is slated for 
November during PTPI’s Global Youth Forum  in Denver, Colorado 
USA.   

Special thanks go to PTPI’s  Awards Committee , who carefully 
reviewed outstanding nominations received from around the world:  
Barbara Capozzi , Rolf Dahlberg , Ruriko Nakajima  and Alan  
Raisman . 

For their significant contributions toward Peace through 
Understanding: 

·  PTPI’s highest award, the Eisenhower Medallion , was 
presented to the Parents Circle – Families Forum  (Israel / 
Palestinian Territories).  

·  The second highest honor bestowed by PTPI, the 
Eisenhower Distinguished Service Award, will be presented 
to Margaret Stoltzfus  (USA) at a later date.  

·  Lifetime Achievement Award:  Ruriko Nakajima, Il-Young 



Kim, Rosanne Rosen  (Japan, Korea, USA respectively).  
·  Chairman, Board of Directors Award:  Barbara 

Capozzi  (USA).  
·  President’s Award:  H. E. Ekonomos Fr. Nabil D. 

Haddad  (Jordan).  
·  Outstanding Leadership at the Board of Directors Level:  

Steve DiGiacinto  (USA).  
·  Outstanding Leadership at the Board of Trustees Level:  Kay 

Kuns  and Otto Burri  (USA and Switzerland).  
·  Chapter Leadership Award:  Heather Exell  (England).  
·  James T. Doty Memorial Awards:  Hans Randau  and PTPI’s 

Sternberk, Czech Republic Chapter  (Hungary and Czech 
Republic).  

·  International Visitors Program Award:  PTPI’s Berlin, 
Germany Chapter .  

·  Best Chapter Newsletter Award:  PTPI’s Bern, Switzerland 
Chapter .  

·  Best Chapter Web site Award:  PTPI’s Bogota, Colombia 
Chapter .  

·  Chapter Membership Award:  PTPI’s Tallahassee, Florida  
and PTPI’s Arizona Chapters  (USA).  

·  Community Service Project Award (School & Classroom 
Program):  Ebru Bilgin’s  7th grade class at Izmit Nuh 
Cimento Primary and Secondary School  (Turkey). 

Heartfelt thanks and congratulations to all! 
�
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Four officers from PTPI's HAFS Student Chapter in Korea traveled to the Philippines to 
congratulate PTPI's newly-formed Southville Student Chapter.  Members shared ideas for 
future programs and together completed a humanitarian project.  

Please note that the Calendar of Events lists events as general 



or by region. 

GENERAL  

November 12-16:  PTPI's Global Youth Forum will be held 
in Denver, Colorado USA.  To register, visit www.ptpi.org. 

January 29-31, 2009:  PTPI’s Board of Directors will meet in 
Jupiter, Florida USA for their Board of Directors Meeting.  
More information will be provided as the date draws nearer.  

May 22-24, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's first Young 
Generation Global Youth Forum (YG GYF) to take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  Watch PTPI’s Web site for 
more details. 

June 3-4, 2009:  PTPI’s Board of Directors Meeting will be 
held in conjunction with PTPI’s European Council Meeting in 
Montpelier, France.  Details will be provided as we get closer to 
the date.  

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada USA!  More 
details will be announced as the meeting draws closer. 

AMERICAS  

September 26:  PTPI's Atlanta Chapter in Georgia USA will 
hold its first Lunch and Learn Speakers Meeting, which will 
feature Ambassador Reda Monsour, consul general of Israel 
to the United States, who will speak about current Israeli 
foreign relations, travels and experiences as an ambassador. 

October 3-4:  The Americas Region Meeting will take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA at PTPI World Headquarters.  
Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth at �������������
	��  or at 
+1.816.531.4701 x 116. 

ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

October 15-27:  PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong.  Delegates will see the 
Terracotta Warriors and the Giant Pandas, experience a day 
cruise on the Li River and attend special meetings and dinners.   



December:  PTPI Korea's 26th Annual Awards Banquet 
and International Friendship Night.  This special event is for 
PTPI friends around the world and includes awards for 
excellence. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French-language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
fascinating destinations.  There is something for everyone as 
events are scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for 
details at ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

September 18-24:  PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter in the Czech 
Republic is hosting visitors from New Zealand. 

September 24:  PTPI’s Brussels Chapter in Belgium will 
visit the Charlier Museum. 

September 25-27:  PTPI’s Kharkiv Children to Children 
Student Chapter in Ukraine will organize a seminar about 
tolerance that will allow them to share their experiences related 
to this subject and develop ideas for chapter activities. 

October 8:  PTPI’s Brussels Chapter in Belgium will 
visit Maison Cauchie. 

October 18:  PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  in Germany plans to 
make a trip to Leipzig. 

October 22-26:  PTPI will hold its third European Leadership 
Seminar in Berlin, Germany.  This year's topic is “Public 
Relations."  PTPI European chapter presidents and trustees are 
invited to attend.  More information is available at 
www.ptpe.org/programs/leadership-seminar-2008. 

October 26:  PTPI’s Brussels Chapter will hold a theater play 
entitled “L’assasin habite au 21." 

November 1:  PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  invites members and 
friends for a dinner in “Old Texas.”  A second meeting at this 
location is scheduled for December 6. 

November 4:  PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  will visit PTPI’s 



European Office to discuss recent programs and events. 

December 1:  PTPI’s Kiev Student Chapter in Ukraine will 
host a youth forum with the theme “Make Your 
Choice,” discussing healthy ways of living. 

December 13:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter will hold its annual 
Christmas Dinner Dance at the Hilton Hotel in Brussels, 
Belgium.  For more information, please contact Christine 
Pairon at �������
�
����	
����
��
�� .  

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

March 26 - April 5, 2009:  PTPI's Peace Camp will be held in 
Jordan.  This program provides a safe environment where 
young adults from different nationalities and religions can meet 
to freely express their opinions and focus on group 
development.  Peace Camp is free for selected participants.  
Students ages 16-19 may apply.  For details, visit 
www.ptpi.org.  Go to Be A Part Of The Journey - Student 
Travel.  Applications are designated for U.S. and international 
(non U.S.) students. 
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Board of Directors 
Members Valeria 
Magistrelli of Italy (right) 
and Genci Mucaj of 
Albania (left) at PTPI's 
18th Worldwide 
Conference in Cairo, 
Egypt. 

 

 

 

  

Election results from the Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees Meetings held during PTPI's 18th Worldwide 
Conference in Egypt follow. 



·  Sincere appreciation goes to outgoing Board of Directors 
Members Barbara Capozzi  (USA), Peter Tage  (Denmark) 
and William Tucker  (USA) for their dedicated service.  
These individuals have completed four two-year terms, the 
maximum number allowed for the Board of Directors.  

·  A warm welcome goes to newly elected Board of Directors 
Members Charlie Cheng  (Taiwan), Micah Kubic  (USA) and 
Michael Zanders  (USA).  

·  Sincere appreciation goes to Board of Trustee Member Amr 
Badr , outgoing vice chairman for Africa/Middle East, who has 
served two two-year terms, the maximum number allowed for 
the Board of Trustees.   

·  A warm welcome goes to Hany Adly , newly elected Board of 
Trustee vice chair for Africa/Middle East.   

·  Board of Trustee Members Barbara Capozzi , Rolf Dahlberg  
and Il Hoon Gwak  were reelected as vice chairs for the 
Americas, Europe and Asia respectively.  

·  Troy Nash  was reelected as chairman of the Board of 
Trustees.  

·  Please join us in welcoming new members of the Board of 
Trustees:  Meg Carter  (USA), Mike Emmi  (USA), Roderic 
Hister  (USA), Il Young Kim  (South Korea), Mary Ann 
Lauricella  (USA), Gibb Lee  (New Zealand), Helca 
Metelkova  (Czech Republic), Kazumichi Osumi  (Japan), 
Curtis Pickering  (USA), Dagmar Schönbeck  (Germany), 
Leila Takla  (Egypt) and Brandon W iley (USA).  

·  Thank you, as well, to all outgoing Board of Trustee 
members. 

Save the Dates:  January 29-31, 2009, the Board of Directors 
will meet in Jupiter, Florida USA, and June 3-4, 2009, it will 
meet at PTPI's European Council Meeting in Montpelier, 
France.  More information will be provided as dates draw 
closer. 

Friendly Reminder:  Members of PTPI's Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees are encouraged to submit news and 
photos about their PTPI activities worldwide.  Please submit 
news to Stacey Chance at �������������	
������
	��  
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Delegates of PTPI's 
Global Peace Initiative to 
Jordan will visit the Dead 
Sea (shown here). 

 

 

 

  

March 26 - April 5 :  We are pleased to announce that PTPI's 
2009 Global Peace Initiative will be held in Jordan!  This ten-
day program, which will be led by PTPI's President and CEO 
Mary Jean Eisenhower, will visit the cities of Amman, Petra 
and Aqaba, and other special sites throughout the Hashemite 
Kingdom.  Delegates will enjoy an in-depth study of the culture 
and history of Jordan, participate in humanitarian activities, 
and be given unique opportunities to meet and learn from 
government and religious leaders.  The deadline to register is 
December 10.  Questions may be directed to Cindy Baugh, 
special programs & development associate, at +816.531.4701 
x117 or ���������	����������
	�� . 
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The Go International for Tomorrow (GIFT) Student Chapter from Secaucus, New Jersey USA 



had a terrific turn out at PTPI's first Student Chapter Regional Training Conference held in 
Connecticut USA, August 23. The members' enthusiasm to transform their chapter and learn 
more about their roles as chapter officers was evident throughout the workshop. Students built 
friendships with those from neighboring chapters and began planning for joint projects. The 
chapter displayed a poster highlighting their activities from the previous year and also received 
certificates to recognize the additional training they have received from PTPI.  

·  Training Opportunity for Student Chapters: 
Thirty eager students from eight student chapters across the 
East Coast met in Connecticut USA for PTPI’s first Student 
Chapter Training Workshop .  Their enthusiasm to 
transform their chapters and learn more about their roles as 
chapter officers was evident throughout the workshop.  
Students and adult advisors also made new friends from the 
region and plans for joint projects in the future. 

Workshop sessions were led by PTPI’s Managing Director for 
Student Programs Sarah Houston and PTPI’s Youth Programs 
Coordinator Kristine Knutter .  Students gained skills in 
fundraising, knowledge about officer roles, as well as 
membership recruitment, publicity and goal planning.  Students 
were kept on their toes by PTPI’s Vice President of the 
Americas Barbara Capozzi, who led the students in ice 
breaker activities, encouraged new friendships, and made sure 
each student felt a part of the PTPI family.  

For their participation in this event, students and advisors 
received certificates at a ceremony.  They are now on their way 
to transforming their chapters and bringing Peace through 
Understanding to their communities! 

·  Students in Action:  
·  In late August, the Kurchatov Friends Meeting 

Friends Student Chapter  in Russia made a film 
about their hometown entitled, “A virtual trip to 
Kurchatov, Russia.”  Chapter members plunged into 
this activity with great enthusiasm and pleasure, 
hoping to attract new friends and possibly homestay 
visitors.  The students remarked about the fun 
activities, “It was really great to try our hands at 
directing and filming.  We felt [like] real sightseeing 
guides!”  

·  The Prospectors for Peace Student Chapter  
located in Cameron Park, California USA stayed 
active this summer, learning about Mexican and 
German culture. Members also gathered for a fun 
pool party and meeting to kick off the year.  

·  PTPI’s Silesian Student Chapter  in Katowice, 
Poland recently volunteered with Habitat  for 
Humanity  to build homes for families in need.  
Chapter secretary Kuba Kucera  stated about the 
experience, “Despite there being [a] few of us, we 
gave 110 percent and worked really hard to give 



someone else a better living.  Every one of us was 
really satisfied as we [saw] the walls going higher 
and higher.” 

·  Registration for PTPI’s School & Classroom Program  is 
open for the 2008-2009 school year.  This program is a free 
service that connects classes and youth groups from grades 
kindergarten through 12 with classes in other countries for 
pen pal exchanges and projects.  Teachers and adult 
advisors, register today or contact Paige Leitnaker  at 
classroom@ptpi.org to request a registration form.  

·  PTPI is accepting applications for the Joyce C. Hall College 
Scholarship .  Five students will be selected to 
receive $2,000, which will be sent directly to their university 
or college to be applied to their account.  Applicants must 
be current PTPI members and full-time students.  
International students are encouraged to apply.  Applications 
must be received by October 15, 2008.  To download an 
application form, visit our Web site at www.ptpi.org and click 
on the link Student Programs/Financial Aid.  

·  Registration for Peace Camp  is open!  Students ages 16-19 
are eligible for apply for this program, which will bring 50 
students from around the world to Jordan, May 26 - April 5, 
2009.  Visit the Be A Part Of The Journey - Student Travel 
section of our Web site at www.ptpi.org for application 
details.   

·  PTPI is offering a new category of grants for PTPI Student 
Chapter programs!  Chapters are able to apply for one 
$250.00 USD Chapter Grant annually.  The grant requires no 
match from the chapter.  Chapters must meet application 
guidelines, and awarding of the grants is not automatic.  
Examples of programs that may receive chapter grants 
include but are not limited to:  

·  Local community events  
·  Chapter fundraisers  
·  Networking with other organizations  
·  Exchanges through PTPI's International Visitors 

Program  
·  Assisting students who wish to participate in the 

Global Youth Forum  
·  Global Youth Service Day projects  
·  Cultural or humanitarian programs 

·  PTPI's Young Generation  will hold its first YG Global Youth 
Forum  in Kansas City, Missouri USA during Memorial 
Weekend, May 22-24, 2009.  Details will be provided 
on PTPI's Web site as the date draws nearer.  

·  Do you want to learn how to join or start a PTPI Student 
Chapter ?  Visit 
www.ptpi.org/programs/StudentChapters.aspx to get started 
today 
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Visitors from Denmark 
with hosts from PTPI's 
Delaware Chapter as they 
leave Wilmington for New 
York City, the last leg of 
their U.S. trip in 
September. 

 

 

 

  

·  PTPI’s Americas Region  Meeting  will be held in Kansas 
City, Missouri USA at PTPI World Headquarters, October 3-
4.  Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth  at 
+816.561.4701 x 116 or at chapters@ptpi.org with questions. 

·  September 21, PTPI's San Diego Chapter  in California USA 
held an event at the University of California San Diego's 
Birch Aquarium  at the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography .  The event included a guided 
tour, presentation and question and answer session led by 
Dr. Debbie Zmarzly , coordinating scientist of the current 
exhibit about climate change.  

·  During September, PTPI's Delaware Chapter  hosted 17 
visitors from PTPI's Haderslev-Vojens Chapter  in 
Denmark.  The Danes spent three days with chapter 
members after visiting Washington, DC and before departing 
for New York City, the last part of their journey.  Chapter Co-
Presidents Jean Raleigh  and Georgi Marquisee  remarked, 
"The Danes' visit proved to be a delightful start to renewed 
chapter hosting activities."  

·  PTPI's Saginaw Chapter  in Michigan USA is supporting a 
student from Iraq, who is part of the Iraqi Student Project , a 
grass-roots effort established in 2007 that seeks tuition 
waivers from U.S. colleges and universities for qualified Iraqi 
men and women.  The project works with existing 
organizations and groups in the neighborhood of the college 
or university that each Iraqi student attends.  The support 
groups, such as PTPI's Saginaw Chapter , attend to their 
student's needs of room and board, books and 
transportation, while providing friendship.  

·  Congratulations to Linda Miller , member of PTPI's 
Southern Nevada Chapter , who received the first Asian 
Pacific Islander Award of Excellence  from the College of 
Southern Nevada  (USA).  The award was given in 
recognition of Linda's 20-year commitment to Asian and 
Pacific Islander Studies, which includes numerous workshops 
that she has created from her extensive travels in Asia. 

�



Global Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim 
  

 

 

 

During the Nepalese 
Constituent Assembly 
election on April 10, the 
Peace Nepal Chapter 
introduced PTPI's mission 
and their chapter to 200 
voters. 

 

 

 

  
·  PTPI's Peace Nepal Chapter  has organized several recent 

programs.   

August 30, chapter members collected approximately 100 pieces of 
adult and children's clothing for victims of the Koshi River flood.  The 
clothing was given to Kathmandu's Avenues TV  and the Nepalese 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries , which made arrangements 
for the clothing and additional necessary items donated by other 
organizations and individuals to be transported and distributed to 
those in need.  News about the chapter's involvement in this 
humanitarian campaign was broadcast by Avenues TV  on August 30 
and 31.    

The chapter organized a book distribution program at Amar Jyoti 
College  in Kathmandu on May 6.  Two hundred books were 
presented to the college's principal, P. R. Pant , for the library.  The 
books were obtained from Kiran Thapa , lecturer at Shankar Dev 
College  and Nobel College , and from chapter members. 

April 10, during the Nepalese Constituent Assembly election, chapter 
members held a publicity campaign that introduced PTPI and the 
efforts of the Peace Nepal Chapter  to approximately 200 voters.   

·  July 31 – August 3, four students from PTPI’s HAFS Student 
Chapter  in South Korea visited PTPI’s newly chartered 
Southville Student Chapter  in the Philippines.   

Mr. Sim , president of the Southville Student Chapter , welcomed 
the Korean guests, members’ parents and neighboring university 
volunteers to a ceremony on August 1.  During the ceremony, 
students introduced one another, and Mr. An , president of the HAFS 
Student  Chapter , shared his chapter’s recent activities, including a 
volunteer program at an environmental center located near the 
Korean demilitarized zone, where chapter members photographed 
wildlife and plants.  The Korean chapter members explained why they 
believe in the importance of protecting and caring for the 
environment.  



The next day, students from both chapters visited the House of 
Somang , a welfare facility operated by Koreans in Manila, which 
houses approximately 20 elderly people.  The students donated living 
necessities worth $500, cleaned, arranged furniture, assisted with 
meals and spent time with the people living there.  Some of the 
students provided entertainment by singing, playing piano and 
dancing with residents.  

August 3, the students gathered again for a discussion session.  
Topics included difficulties that international students face abroad, 
language problems, discrimination and achieving mutual 
understanding.  Everyone was open to one another’s opinions during 
the session.  

The visit was very successful for all students.  The Koreans shared 
ideas for chapter activities, and in return, the Filipino students were 
grateful that their guests had traveled to encourage them.  The visit 
also enabled chapter members to become better acquainted and 
discover their differences and similarities, especially their common 
goal to enhance educational, cultural and humanitarian programs 
through PTPI’s mission 
�

Global Perspective - Europe 
  

 

 

 

Andrei Corduneanu of 
PTPI's Roman Chapter in 
Romania with members of 
PTPI Chisinau Chapter, 
whom he visited in 
Moldova in May. 

 

 

 

  
·  September 5, members of PTPI’s Pécs, 

Hungary Chapter  including Chapter President Hans 
Randau  traveled to Belgium to give a presentation 
about Pécs, which was chosen as the European Capital of 
Culture for 2010, at the Hungarian Cultural Institute  in 
Brussels.  More than 80 guests attended.  The presentation 
and reception that followed was supported by the 
European Commission  and the King Baudouin 
Foundation's "Meet the Belgians" Program.   A video of 
the presentation can be watched at www.youtube.com -- 
search for "A Glimpse of Pecs."  Chapter members also 
enjoyed a five-day visit with members of PTPI's Brussels 
Chapter.  

·  That same day, PTPI's Silesian Student Chapter  in Poland 
volunteered with Habitat for Humanity  to build homes 
for families who cannot afford a place to live.  Members of 



PTPI’s Narva Student Chapter  in Estonia participated in a 
conference that provided art classes and a teen drama 
festival, while PTPI’s Oroslavje Eagles Student Chapter  in 
Croatia hosted a celebration of European Day, during which 
they presented PTPI's mission to guests including Ministry of 
Education officials, country and town officials, school 
authorities and students.  Two chapter members were also 
guests of a radio broadcast, during which they talked about 
their chapter's peace and humanitarian initiatives, and 
their visit to PTPI's Teens Working Together Student 
Chapter  in California USA earlier this year.  

·  During the summer, PTPI’s Sofia The Doves Student 
Chapter  in Bulgaria gave help to 8th graders as they 
attended one extra English language class per week.    

·  Vadim Toader  of PTPI’s Roman Chapter in Romania  and 
Christian Kolev  of PTPI’s Varna Dolphins Student 
Chapter  in Bulgaria both participated in a four-week 
Intercultural Language Program in Kassel, Germany.  

·  PTPI’s Kurchatov Friends Meeting Friends 
Student Chapter  in Russia has been especially active.  
August 25-27, chapter members helped the staff at their 
school clean the classrooms in preparation for the new 
school year.  August 28-30, they created a film entitled "A 
virtual trip to Kurchatov, Russia” about their hometown in the 
hopes of attracting visits from new friends.  September 
1, Roman Bisov , newly elected chapter president, gave a 
presentation about PTPI. 

·  August 30, PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  in Germany invited its 
members and friends for a walk through Pankow, a nice 
district of Berlin.  The social event served as a way to recruit 
new members and bring current members closer.  Earlier, 
August 20-21, the chapter hosted a group from Céret, 
France.  Their guests enjoyed homestays and activities 
planned by the chapter.  

·  August 23, PTPI’s Yerevan Chapter  in Armenia organized a 
ceremony, where chapter Vice President Susanna 
Grigoryan  presented PTPI’s activities to young people who 
may want to join the chapter.  In Switzerland, PTPI's Bern 
Chapter  held its annual Summer Party in Hinterkappelen, 
and Andrei Corduneanu  of PTPI’s Roman Chapter  in 
Romania visited their sister chapter, PTPI’s Chisinau 
Chapter  in Moldova.  

·  August 15-25, nine members of PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter  
in the Czech Republic participated in a bilateral youth 
exchange in Wroclaw, Poland that included sporting, cultural 
and international activities.  

·  Europe's Young Generation  has also been very active 
lately.  To view highlights from their recent events, visit the 
Web site www.ptpeyg.blogspot.com. 
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Pictured left to right: Kate 
Olivier (South Africa), Akl 
Fahed (Lebanon), Asya 
Esen (Turkey) and Rana 
El Behery (Egypt) during a 
cultural session at PTPI's 
first Middle East/Africa 
Regional Conference. 

 

 

 

  
·  September 11-16, PTPI's Middle East/Africa Office hosted its 

first Middle East/Africa Regional Conference  with the 
theme Inspiring Youth to Take the Lead.  The event, which 
was held in Cairo, Egypt and at the Red Sea, brought 
together members and officers from the region for chapter 
development sessions, discussions about regional 
awareness and opportunities to build lifelong friendships. 

Conference participants reported on their chapters' efforts to PTPI’s 
President and CEO Mary Jean Eisenhower  via interactive 
PowerPoint presentations.  They also had a chance to meet with 
Mary at the conference's opening dinner.  PTPI's Vice Chair of the 
Americas Barbara Capozzi  attended the closing dinner.  
 
The following chapters participated: PTPI’s Pharaohs of Peace 
Adult Chapter  (Cairo, Egypt), PTPI’s Hillcrest High School 
Student Chapter  (Durban, South Africa), PTPI’s Smyrna Adult  
Chapter  (Izmir, Turkey) and PTPI’s Beirut Adult Chapter  (Beirut, 
Lebanon).  To view photographs and obtain additional information 
about the event, please visit www.ptpime.org. 

·  Inspired by the regional conference, members of PTPI’s 
Pharaohs of Peace Adult Chapter  organized a 
humanitarian program occurring immediately after the 
event.  They visited two orphanages with disabled children, 
as well as a boardinghouse.  They spent hours playing and 
having fun with the children.  The following day, chapter 
members went to the Egyptian Food Bank , where in only a 
few hours they assembled hundreds of food packages for 
Egyptians in need. 
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A young Afghan girl holds her 
school supply kit from 
Operation Iraqi Children 
(OIC). Military officers 
working with OIC distributed 
kits at a girls' school in 
Afghanistan in early 
September. Photo credit: Lt. 
Diana Hodges 

 

 

 

  

People to People International is partners with Operation Iraqi 
Children (OIC) , a grassroots organization cofounded in 2004 by 
actor Gary Sinise and author Laura Hillenbrand  to reach out to 
the children of Iraq.  OIC has delivered more than 230,396 school 
supply kits and toys, books, shoes, blankets and sports equipment 
to children in Iraq and recently in Afghanistan, the Philippines 
and Kyrgyzstan.  The kits and other items are assembled for 
shipment at the OIC Warehouse operated by PTPI and 
distributed by U.S. troops stationed in the aforementioned 
countries. 

·  We would like to thank our tireless volunteers, who came to the 
OIC Warehouse  during September, and our generous donors.  

·  Please note that the OIC Warehouse  will move to a new 
location!  October 1, the warehouse will open at 1529 Atlantic, 
North Kansas City, Missouri 64116 USA.  

·  During September, school supply kits and other items were 
distributed at a girls' school in Afghanistan with students from 
1st to 9th grade.  A 9th grade student said, "Thank you for what 
you do; you are helping us."  

·  In August, much needed OIC kits and other items were shipped 
to a school in the Philippines.  To read a news article about the 
delivery, click this link: 
http://www.news.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=39003ar
ticle.  

·  Recent additional developments in OIC include a shipment, 
which arrived in Kyrgyzstan the weekend of September 20-21.  
A past OIC donor, who is stationed there, requested assistance 
for the children in the area near his base.  Explaining their 
needs, he said, "The schools are barely adequate, yet the 
children are motivated.  Any supplies that your organization can 
donate would be greatly appreciated, for these books, pens and 
pencils will provide the Kyrgyz children with the tools necessary 
for them to earn the education that they will need in order to 
provide homes and health care to future Kyrgyz generations." 
Two hundred school supply kits, 54 pairs of shoes and 20 
blankets will soon be distributed. 



To start a supply drive or make a monetary donation, please visit 
OIC's Web site at www.operationiraqichildren.org or contact OIC 
Director Kelly Meyer at 	���
�	�����
	�� . 
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Our deepest sympathies go to Valeria Magistrelli  for the recent loss 
of her mother.  Valeria is a member of PTPI's Board of  Directors  
and president of PTPI's Milan, Italy Chapter . 

With great sadness, we also announce the passing of Zelma 
Millman  and Ina "Patricia" Riddick .  Both women were longtime 
members of PTPI's Board of  Trustees  and treasured 
friends.  Zelma was 92 years young and an active member of PTPI's 
Greater Kansas City Chapter  in Missouri USA, hosting international 
officers through the chapter's relationship with the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College  in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 
USA.  Pat, who was 97, was the founder of PTPI's Baldwin-Mobile 
Chapter in Alabama USA.  Throughout her years, she organized 
several humanitarian projects to help others.  Zelma and Pat both 
received PTPI's Lifetime Achievement Award  in 2001 for their 30 
plus years of consecutive service to the organization.  These 
remarkable women will be missed by their many friends around the 
world. 
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Members and friends of 
PTPI's Central Valley 
Student Chapter pose 
after painting a world map 
at Agnes Baptist School in 
Modesto, California USA 
on August 23. This map is 
the twelfth one they have 
painted in their 
community. 

 

 

 

  
The purpose of People to People International is to enhance 
international understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas 
and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures.   

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-
cultural communication within each community, and across 
communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual understanding are 
central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

·  We  believe   that  greater  understanding  between  
individuals  and  peoples  worldwide  reveals  universal  
values  and  aspirations; 

·  We  believe   international  educational  and  cultural  
exchange  among  youth  further  ensures  long�term  
friendship  and  understanding;     

·  We  believe   we  all  benefit  from  sharing  different  
approaches  to  solving  common  problems;     

·  We  believe   that  individuals  can  often  be  more  effective  
than  governments  in  promoting  human  relationships  and  
world  peace;     

·  We  believe   if  people  can  better  understand  other  
cultures,  they  are  more  tolerant  and  accepting  of  
differences;     

·  We  believe   that  citizens  of  all  countries  need  personal  
contact  with  other  peoples  and  cultures;      

·  We  believe   we  need  to  ensure  the  enduring  legacy  of  
People  to  People  International;     



·  We  believe   that  People  to  People  is  inspirational!     

·  We  believe   in  people!     

·  We  believe   in  Peace  through  Understanding! 
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