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Welcome to the November 2008 issue of People to 
People International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We 
encourage you to explore each section for updates and 
inspiring stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at 
�������������	
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	��  with news and 
photographs for future issues. 
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 
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Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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We invite you to Be a Part of the 
Journey  with one of our 
educational, cultural and 
humanitarian missions for adults.  
Learn more in this section.  
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In this section, learn about Student 
and University Initiatives around 
the world.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  

  

BE A PART OF THE JOURNEY  

 

PTPI's Global Peace Initiative , March 26 
- April 5, 2009, will explore the ancient 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  Reserve 
your spot today!  ����������  for program 
itinerary and to register. 

 

PTPI NOTE CARDS 

 

Holiday shopping?  PTPI Note Cards  
feature our remarkable Global Youth  
Murals  created by children around the 
world.  Each set includes 12 different 
cards. Sale proceeds support PTPI’s  
School and Classroom Program . ������
����� to order. 

 

SCHOOL OF ST. JUDE 

 

Calvin Elias , a student whose education 
at the School of St. Jude  in Arusha, 
Tanzania is supported by funds donated 
by 2006 PTPI Worldwide Conference  
delegates, received an award for 
math during November.  Keep up the 
good work! 
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa .  
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Open this section to learn about 
PTPI's Global Landmine 
Initiative .  
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This section shares news from 
OIC: Operation Iraqi Children .  
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We bid farewell to members of our 
PTPI family who have passed 
away.  

 

ABOUT PTPI  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 

 

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Japanese, Korean and Spanish.    
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People to People International 
World Headquarters 
911 Main Street 
Suite 2110 
Kansas City, Missouri 
64105 U.S.A  

816.531.4701 
816.561.7502 fax 
E-mail: ���������
	��  
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  
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During November, European delegates of PTPI's inaugural Homestay Excursion to America's 
Pacific Coast met with members of PTPI's Southern Nevada Chapter in Las Vegas.  PTPI's 
Annual Board of Trustees Meeting will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada USA, September 3-6, 
2009. 

Please note that the Calendar of Events lists events as general 
or by region. 

GENERAL  



January 29-31, 2009:  Registration is now open for PTPI’s 
January Board of Directors Meeting, which will be held in 
Jupiter, Florida USA.  Please note that RSVPs and hotel 
accommodations at the Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa are 
requested by December 22, 2008.  Please contact Karen Hoch 
at ����
������
	��  with questions.  

May 22-24, 2009:  PTPI is excited to host is first Young 
Generation IMPACT Weekend in Kansas City, Missouri 
USA!  This humanitarian and educational conference is for 
young adults ages 18-25.  Highlights include guest speaker 
Michael Cory Davis, a morning building school kits for 
Operation Iraqi Children , welcome address by PTPI's 
President and CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower, and much more!  
Registration is now open and space is limited so be sure to 
reserve your spot today!  

June 3-4, 2009:  PTPI’s Board of Directors Meeting will be 
held in conjunction with PTPI’s European Council Meeting in 
Montpelier, France.  Details will be provided as we get closer to 
the date.  

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada USA!  In 
addition, we will hold our second annual Americas Regional 
Meeting, as well as a Chapter Leadership Session.  Our host 
hotel is the Westin Casuarina Hotel, Casino & Spa located just 
minutes from Las Vegas Boulevard.  Registration opens soon!   

2010:  PTPI's 19th Worldwide Conference will be held in the 
Phoenix area of Arizona USA.  Dates will be announced in 
early 2009. 

AMERICAS  

December 4:  PTPI's San Diego Chapter in California USA 
will hold a joint Holiday Party with the Citizens Diplomacy 
Council of San Diego at Albert's Treehouse Restaurant located 
at the San Diego Zoo.  The party theme will be "An African 
Holiday."  Also on this date, PTPI's Sheboygan Chapter in 
Wisconsin USA will hold its Christmas Party at the K.C. Hall, 
and PTPI's Saginaw Chapter in Michigan USA will hold its 
annual Holiday Dinner and Silent Auction at the Saginaw 
Country Club, where they will be entertained by the Saginaw 
Valley State University Choir. 



May 7-22, 2009:  PTPI's Sheboygan Chapter in Wisconsin 
USA will travel to Russia.  Chapter members will enjoy a river 
cruise from St. Petersburg to Moscow and hope to visit PTPI's 
Moscow Chapter. 

June 27-July 5, 2009:  PTPI's SCP Educational Initiative 
designed for educators will travel to Mexico!  For 
program details and to register, click here.   

ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

December 16:  PTPI Korea National Headquarters will hold 
its 26th Annual Awards Banquet and International 
Friendship Night at the Lotte Hotel in Seoul. 

May 2009:  PTPI will offer an Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China .  Destination cities include Beijing, Xian, 
Lijiang and Shanghai.  Itinerary and other details will be 
available in December. 

May 7-9, 2009:  PTPI's Asian Pacific Conference will be held 
in conjunction with the Asian Pacific Council Meeting in 
Tainan, Taiwan.  For details, please contact Jasmine Kim at 
���������
	�� .  

December 2009:  PTPI will offer its first Educational & 
Humanitarian Initiative to Thailand and Cambodia !  
Details will be available in March 2009. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French-language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
destinations.  There is something for everyone as events are 
scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for details at 
ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

November 23:  PTPI's European Office will hold a Young 
Generation meeting at the office in Berlin, Germany with a 
brief presentation about PTPI and an introduction to Italian 
current affairs, taking the film "Gomorrha" of Roberto Saviano 
as a starting point.  For more information, 
visit http://ptpe.org/yg-berlin/. 



December 1:  PTPI’s Kiev Student Chapter in Ukraine will 
host a youth forum with the theme “Make Your 
Choice” devoted to healthy ways of living. 

December 3:  PTPI’s Brussels Chapter Tour will discover 
the avenue Louise, rue du Bailli, and the district of Châtelain, 
and visit the Museum Musée Constantin Meunier. 
 
December 5:  A delegation of PTPI’s Brussels Chapter in 
Belgium will take part in the Magnificat Concert at the Royal 
Church Notre Dame de Laeken. 
 
December 6:  PTPI´s Berlin Chapter in Germany will hold a 
Mexican dinner. 
 
December 13:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter will hold its annual 
Christmas Gala Dinner Dance at the Hilton Hotel in Brussels, 
Belgium.  For more information, please contact Christine 
Pairon at �������
�
����	
����
��
�� .  

January 8:  PTPI’s Brussels Chapter will attend the 
Viennese New Year Concert at the Royal Military Academy. 

June 4-7:  PTPI's European Conference will take place in 
Montpelier, France. 

June 18-29, 2009:  PTPI's Educational Mission to the Baltic 
States will visit Helsinki, Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius.  
Registration will open in January 2009. 

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

March 26 - April 5, 2009:  PTPI's Peace Camp will be held in 
Jordan.   

October 2009:  PTPI will offer an Educational & 
Humanitarian Initiative to the Kingdom of Morocco !  
Destination cities will be Rabat, Fez, Marrakech and 
Casablanca.  Itinerary and other details will be available in 
February 2009. 
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Ambassador Charles Hostler and his wife, Chin-Yeh, with Barbara Capozzi and delegates of 
PTPI's Global Youth Forum, which was held in Denver, Colorado USA, November 12-16.  
Ambassador Hostler presented at the conference and also received the President's Award from 
PTPI President and CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower. 

Ambassador Charles Hostler gave the opening remarks at 
PTPI’s recent Global Youth Forum held November 12-16 in 
Denver, Colorado USA.  His inspirational comments to the 
students included strategies for success.  He told the students, 
“We believe you will be our nation’s future leaders -- whether 
in academics, NGOs, government or business.  Learn from this 
Forum and present your thoughts and ideas.  If you explore 
your world with both your mind and eyes open, and your feet 
on the ground, you will be successful.”  Through Ambassador 
Hostler's and his wife's generosity, each year approximately 
eight students receive full scholarships from the Ambassador 
Charles and Chin-Yeh Hostler Global Youth Forum Fund 
to participate in the Global Youth Forum. 

REGISTRATION OPEN 
Registration is now open for PTPI’s January Board of 
Directors Meeting, which will be held in Jupiter, Florida USA, 
January 29-31, 2009.  Please note that RSVPs and hotel 
accommodations at the Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa are 
requested by December 22, 2008.  Please contact Karen Hoch 
at ����
������
	��  with questions.  

SAVE THE DATES 
June 3-4, 2009, PTPI’s Board of Directors Meeting will be 
held in conjunction with PTPI’s European Council Meeting in 
Montpelier, France.  Details will be provided as we get closer to 
the date.  
 
September 3-6, 2009, PTPI's Annual Board of Trustees 



Meeting will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada USA.   In addition 
to the meeting, PTPI will hold its second annual Americas 
Regional Meeting, as well as a Chapter Leadership Session.  
Our host hotel is the Westin Casuarina Hotel, Casino & Spa 
located just minutes from Las Vegas Boulevard.  Registration 
will open soon. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
Members of PTPI's Board of Directors and Board of Trustees 
are encouraged to submit news and photos about their PTPI 
activities worldwide.  Please submit news to Stacey Chance at 
�������������	
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Registration is open for 
PTPI's SCP Educational 
Initiative to Mexico! 
Highlights include enjoying 
cultural sites, exploring 
ancient ruins, meeting 
local PTPI chapter 
members and visiting 
schools. 

 

 

 

  

DON'T MISS THESE 2009 PROGRAMS! 

March 26 - April 5 :  Join us for PTPI's 2009 Global Peace 
Initiative  to Jordan!  This ten-day program, which will be led 
by PTPI's President and CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower, will 
visit the cities of Amman, Petra and Aqaba, and other special 
sites throughout the Hashemite Kingdom.  Delegates will enjoy 
an in-depth study of the culture and history of Jordan, 
participate in humanitarian activities, and be given unique 
opportunities to meet and learn from government and religious 
leaders.  The registration deadline is December 10.  For details 
and to reserve your spot, visit our Web site at www.ptpi.org or 
click here to be taken directly to the event page.  Please direct 
questions to Cindy Baugh, special programs associate, at 



+1.816.531.4701 x117 or ���������	����������
	�� . 

June 27 - July 5:  PTPI's second SCP Educational Initiative 
will travel to the Central Highlands of Mexico!  Designed for 
educators, this program gives delegates a chance to meet their 
counterparts in other countries and explore the world beyond 
their classrooms.  Delegates will visit schools and explore the 
sites of Mexico City, San Miguel de 
Allende, Guanajuato, Queretaro and Cuernavaca.  Registration 
closes March 2.  Click here to view the program's itinerary and 
register today!  Please direct questions to Paige Leitnaker, 
director of the School and Classroom Program, at 
+1.816.531.4701 x128 or ������		������
	��  
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October 12, PTPI's Go 
International For 
Tomorrow (GIFT) Student 
Chapter officers and 
officers in training listen to 
a DJ spin music at their 
fifth anniversary 
celebration and 
fundraising event, "Viva La 
Cultura Hispana." 

 

 

 

  

·  Attention YGs!  Registration is now open for PTPI's first 
Young Generation IMPACT Weekend  to be held May 22-
24, 2009 in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  This humanitarian 
and educational conference is for young adults ages 18-25.  
Highlights include guest speaker Michael Cory Davis , a 
morning building school kits for Operation Iraqi Children , 
welcome address by PTPI's President and CEO, Mary Jean 
Eisenhower , and much more!  Space is limited so be sure to 
reserve your spot today.  Click here for details and 
registration.  

·  PTPI’s Student Department is excited to announce the 
publication of the Fall ‘08 Student Chapter Activities 
Newsletter .  The newsletter details the activities of more 
than 65 student chapters in 17 countries over the past year.  
It’s impossible to read the newsletter and fail to be inspired 
by the incredible students living President Eisenhower’s 



dream of Peace through Understanding.  Check it out today!  
The newsletter can be found in the student chapter section of 
PTPI's Web site at www.ptpi.org.  We extend a special thank 
you to Katelyn Pirnie , PTPI’s 2008 youth programs summer 
intern and editor of the newsletter. 

·  A selection of PTPI's Global Youth Murals , which are 
created by school children around the world, will be exhibited 
at the gallery at Commerce Bank (8900 State Line Road) in 
Overland Park, Kansas USA during December. 

·  October 12, PTPI’s Go International for Tomorrow (GIFT) 
Student Chapter  held its fifth anniversary celebration and 
fundraising event.  The theme was “Viva La Cultura 
Hispana.”  The event included a silent auction, Latin dancing 
by dancers from the Just One Dance Studio , dance lessons 
for participants, delicious Hispanic cuisine, displays 
educating attendees about various Central and South 
American countries, presentations by chapter members 
educating the community about chapter programs, an award  
for students receiving the presidential volunteer service 
award, a DJ and an induction for students entering the 
chapter’s innovative Officer in Training Program .  Students, 
family members, community members, supporters and 
sponsors, local officials and PTPI’s Youth Programs 
Coordinator, Kristine Knutter , attended this spectacular 
event.  For more information about "Viva La Cultura Hispana" 
or PTPI's GIFT Student Chapter , please contact the 
chapter’s advisor, Cathy Wolf , at 
Cathy_Wolf@apllogistics.com. 

�

Global Perspective - the Americas 
  

 

 

 

Claudia Blatter (center) 
from Switzerland with her 
host families in Wisconsin 
USA. 

 

 

 

  
·  Last month, PTPI's Greater Kansas City Chapter  held its 

annual Oktoberfest Celebration.  The event welcomed new 
members, who had joined the chapter during the past year.  

·  The Oskiowa Chapter  in Iowa celebrated its 40th 
anniversary as a PTPI chapter!  To commemorate this 
accomplishment, the chapter hosted a dinner and 
presentation, highlighting the chapter’s 40 years of dedication 
to Peace through Understanding.  Following the dinner, PTPI 
Board of Trustees Chairman, Troy Nash , presented chapter 



member Margaret  Stoltzfus  with the Eisenhower 
Distinguished Service Award , the second highest award 
bestowed by PTPI.  Stoltzfus, an experienced educator, has 
been a PTPI member for 20 years, working both locally and 
internationally to assist children with educational and medical 
needs.  Also in attendance were several local and state 
dignitaries, including Governor  Chet Culver , State 
Representative Eric Palmer , State Senator Tom Rielly , City 
Manager, Brian  James , and William Penn University 
President, Richard Sours .  

·  PTPI's Sheboygan Chapter  in Wisconsin recently hosted 
Claudia Blatter  from Switzerland for a two-month 
homestay.  Claudia stayed with three different host families 
from September 1 to October 31, and during that time, they 
took her to many places in Wisconsin, Washington, D.C. and 
Chicago, Illinois, including a political rally, two weddings and 
a Milwaukee Brewers baseball game.  Claudia celebrated her 
19th birthday in Sheboygan, and on her final Sunday there, 
her three host families, chapter members the Keckonens  
and a special friend put on a traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
complete with all the trimmings for her.  Claudia says she will 
never forget all the wonderful people she met.  

·  More than 100 guests enjoyed a dinner, celebrating the 30-
year Sister City relationship between PTPI's El Dorado 
County Chapter  in California and Warabi, Japan.  The 
evening included messages read from the mayor of Warabi, 
the Sister City Association  of Warabi, the consul general of 
Japan and speeches by the mayor of Placerville and the 
chairman of the County Board of Supervisors .  The 
chapter's Japanese visitors entertained everyone with 
traditional music, songs and dance.  Everyone also enjoyed a 
lively square-dancing demonstration, an Elvis impersonation  
and the “chicken dance.”  All joined in the dancing, including 
the consul general and his wife.  

·  During November, PTPI's Delaware Chapter held 
the event, "Families of the World: Sweden, at the 
Chesapeake Bay Girl Scout Council  in Newark, Delaware.  
Aleasa Hogate , education director of the New Sweden 
Centre  in Wilmington, Delaware, brought Swedish, colonial 
clothing for scouts to model.  "Families of the World" is an on-
going series that the chapter sponsors free of charge for 
children and families.  

·  November 1, the Delaware Chapter's "Families of the World: 
India" program was offered with the Diversity Club of 
Delaware Technical and Community College  and the 
Indo-American Association of Delaware .  Forty-
five participants enjoyed a video, games, dancing and food.  
Later, November 5, the chapter's "Circles of Understanding" 
program focused on Taiwan.  Discussions were led by Yu-
min Fu , officer of the counselor division of the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Office  (TECRO); Taini Hsu , 
founder and president of the Hanlin  Chinese Cultural 
Association ; and Juliet Hsiao , former chairperson of the 
Chinese American Community Center .  The program 
featured an authentic Taiwanese tea ceremony conducted by 
Taini Hsu .  Each participant received literature and DVDs 



about Taiwan courtesy of TECRO.  
·  November 4-15, delegates of PTPI's inaugural Homestay 

Excursion to America's Pacific Coast  explored the cities 
and sites of California and Nevada USA, and enjoyed 
homestays with families of PTPI's Central Valley Student 
Chapter  and PTPI's Southern Nevada Chapter .  

·  November 10, PTPI's Atlanta Chapter  in Georgia hosted its 
monthly meeting, a luncheon roundtable discussion with 
Fabian De Rozario , co-founder of the Malaysian 
Association of Georgia .  

·  November 16, PTPI's Central California Chapter  hosted its 
first International Potluck.  Local university students from 
Africa, India and Pakistan attended.  Each gave a brief 
presentation about his or her country’s holiday customs.  
Also on this date, PTPI's La Porte, Indiana Chapter  held its 
monthly meeting, during which member and chapter 
homestay coordinator, Bruce Johnson , gave a presentation 
about Russia and the Baltics. 
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Members of PTPI's 
Darkhan, Mongolia 
Chapter at their monthly 
meeting. 

 

 

 

  

·  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Asian Pacific Conference  to 
be held with the Asian Pacific Council Meeting  in Tainan, 
Taiwan, May 7-9, 2009.  For more information, please 
contact Jasmine Kim , PTPI's Asian Pacific liaison, at 
asia@ptpi.org. 
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Global Perspective - Europe 
  

 

 



 

Participants of the PTPI European Office's 
Leadership Seminar enjoy themselves in 
Berlin, Germany, October 22-26. 

 

 

 

  
·  September 5, PTPI’s Brussels, Belgium  and Pécs, Hungary Chapters  

were invited to an illustrated presentation about Hungarian history and 
culture at the Hungarian Cultural Centre  in Brussels.  More than 80 
guests attended the event and exchanged with chapter representatives 
during the subsequent reception.  Many attendees were pleased to 
receive first-hand information about the beautiful city of Pécs and how it 
prepares for being the European Capital of Culture  in 2010.  PTPI’s 
Pécs Chapter  plans to host PTPI’s European Conference  the same 
year.  

·  September 25-27, PTPI’s Children to Children Student Chapter  in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine held the “Let’s Learn to Be Tolerant” Seminar, which 
gathered 27 participants from different regions of Ukraine and Russia at 
Gymnasium No. 116  of Kharkiv.  Students from Chernigov, Lutsk, Kiev 
and Vladimir, and a representative of PTPI’s Troitsk Adult Chapter  
attended the event.  Valentina Dzyabenko , vice president of the 
Ukrainian movement, Educators for Peace and Mutual 
Understanding , was the initiator of the seminar and led several 
workshops together with eight teachers at the school.  

·  October 18-19, PTPI’s Brussels Chapter  in Belgium participated with a 
table-top display in the Welcome Fair  at Autoworld Cinquantenaire  in 
Brussels and introduced dozens of inquirers and newly-arrived expatriates 
in the European capital to its social and cultural activities promoting Peace 
through Understanding.  To view photos, 
visit http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=46873&l=bfab8&id=746428
044.  

·  October 19, PTPI’s European Office  held a Young Generation Meeting  
to support PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  in Germany in its efforts to open a 
subgroup for young members ages 18-30.  The idea was to brainstorm, 
discuss and plan possible actions and events for young people, as well as 
reflect upon their actual interests.  As a result, a second meeting was 
scheduled for November 23.  

·  October 22-26, PTPI’s European Office  organized a Leadership 
Seminar  in Berlin, Germany at St. Michaels-Heim.  The seminar's 
aim was to enable active European chapter leaders to meet, exchange 
experiences and enhance their public-relation skills, as well as to 
encourage chapters to initiate more or new member outreach activities to 
improve cooperation.  Twenty-four leaders from PTPI student, university 
and adult chapters from 18 European countries took part.  More 
information is available at http://ptpe.org/programs/leadership-seminar-
2008/.  

·  November 3, PTPI's Oroslavje Student Chapter  in Croatia organized a 
PTPI presentation for the school and PTPI Managing Director of 



European Operations, Lars Poignant .  The chapter has successfully 
been a part of the PTPI family for two years, creating many local and 
international programs.  The school auditorium was filled, including newly 
appointed school principal, Natalja Mucnjak , and Mayor Ivan Tuda  in 
attendance.  Chapter members and adult advisor, Marina Krsnik , 
presented.  

·  November 4-15, PTPI’s World Headquarters  in cooperation with 
U.S. PTPI chapters organized a Homestay Excursion  to America’s 
Pacific Coast  for an international group of PTPI members from Albania, 
Germany, Macedonia, Poland and Romania.  Kicking off the excursion in 
San Francisco, California, the group went to Yosemite National Park and 
Sacramento, California, where they participated in a wine-tasting tour and 
viewed the sandhill cranes from Staten Island before proceeding to 
Nevada.  In Las Vegas, the local adult chapter had the opportunity to join 
the group for a visit to the Spring Reserves.  The trip ended in Los 
Angeles, California, where the group toured Universal Studios, the city's 
downtown and Hollywood.  

·  November 16, a meeting was held in Tirana, Albania to start a PTPI 
university chapter there.  New York University  students and 
the dean, PTPI Tirana Horizon Student Chapter  members, and Enisa 
Bajrami , a participant of PTPI's past European Conference  in Rimini, 
Italy, and Lars Poignant , PTPI's managing director of European 
operations, attended.  

·  November 18, PTPI's Tirana Adult Chapter  in Albania held an open 
meeting, which 28 people attended.  Genci Mucaj , member of PTPI's 
Board of Directors , and Lars Poignant , PTPI's managing director of 
European operations, gave presentations about PTPI programs and 
upcoming events 
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Raphael Mugabonejo, 
founder of PTPI's Kigali, 
Rwanda Adult Chapter, 
during a PTPI presentation 
at Mamba Primary School 
in Gisagara, Rwanda. 

 

 

 

  

·  October 24, PTPI’s Pharaohs of Peace Adult Chapter  in 
Cairo, Egypt visited the city of Fayoum.  Members enjoyed 
the view and waterfalls, while learning about the village.  



·  PTPI’s Agents of Change for Tomorrow  and the PTPI’s 
Sadat Peacekeepers Student Chapters  in Sadat City, 
Egypt took a bold stand about poverty.  October 19, the 
chapters participated in the campaign, “Stand Up Against 
Poverty,” with their classmates to acknowledge their role as 
young citizens of the world in reducing and eventually 
eradicating poverty.  Chapter members took the exercise a 
step further by organizing an event to demonstrate what it is 
like to live on less than $1 USD per day.  The event created 
practical awareness of the implications of poverty and 
showed solidarity with people who are living below the 
poverty line.  Members filmed the event to share with others 
and to inspire them to stand up against poverty.  

·  PTPI’s Kigali, Rwanda Adult Chapter  is holding an 
educational competition at Mamba Primary School  in 
Gisagara, Rwanda to increase a culture of peace, educate 
youth and promote the importance of social activities, as well 
as support the well-being of the Rwandese.  

·  Once PTPI’s Mombasa Adult Chapter  members in Kenya 
learned the results of the November 5 U.S. election, they 
headed to President-elect Barack Obama’s  grandmother in 
Kogelo, Kenya to congratulate her and celebrate with the 
entire family.  Celebrations were held in different parts of 
Kenya, and Obama’s photos and quotes appear on many 
buildings around the country.  

·  Three students from the Middle Eastern/Africa region 
participated in PTPI’s 2008 Global Youth  Forum  held 
November 12-16 in Denver, Colorado USA.  While there, 
they shared their cultures, beliefs, values and friendship with 
more than 200 student delegates who hailed from different 
parts of the world.  Ammar Mohamed , president of PTPI’s 
Sadat Peace Keepers Student Chapter  in Egypt; Nancy 
Williams , president of PTPI’s Hillcrest High School 
Student  Chapter  in South Africa; and Ahmad Sharabati , 
member of RI-SOL PTPI Hebron Community Based 
Learning Center  in the Palestinian Territories returned home 
with many experiences and memories to share with their 
fellow chapter members.  

Upon arriving in Cairo, Ammar Mohamed said to Ahmed 
Roushdy, PTPI’s Middle East/Africa liaison, “People to People 
International’s GYF 2008 was the best thing that happened in 
my life, and I can’t wait to be back to the chapter to share my 
once-in-a-life-time experience.” 

Welcome back to you all and thank you for being so involved 
with PTPI! 

·  Attention all PTPI Middle East/Africa Chapters!  Please be 
sure to share your latest activities and photos to be included 
in the 2008 Middle East/Africa Newsletter.  Please email 
information and photos to PTPI’s Middle East/Africa Liaison, 
Ahmed Roushdy , at ahmedroushdy@ptpi.org. 

Global Landmine Initiative 



  
 

 

 

Shown here, a mother and 
son, who live near a 
Cambodian minefield. 

 

 

 

  
PTPI’s President and CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower, recently 

returned from Cambodia, where she met with The HALO 
Trust, which is supported by PTPI’s Global Landmine 
Initiative.  After three years of landmine removal and 
aftercare in Sri Lanka, PTPI shifted focus to Cambodia, 
demining heavily-impacted areas along the Thai border.  
PTPI’s Director of Landmine Initiatives, Cindy Spake, 
accompanied Mary for this review of efforts in Cambodia.  
While there, they met with The HALO Trust USA’s Kurt 
Chesko and Cambodian Programme Manager, Tim Porter, 
and other key leaders of this demining effort.   

With the highest ratio per capita of any country, Cambodia 
reports more than 25,000 amputees.  Mary was especially 
touched to share time with victims – residents directly 
impacted by mines and reaping the benefits of efforts by 
PTPI and others to ensure their safety.  Heartfelt thanks go to 
everyone involved in this effort.  Additional program options 
will be available to chapters and our greater membership in 
the near future, as we explore ways to expand our efforts for 
the people of Cambodia and beyond.  Questions may be 
directed to Cindy Spake at execadmin@ptpi.org. 
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Fifty-two employees of Citi 
Cards, a division of 
Citigroup Inc. volunteered 
at the OIC Warehouse 
during November. 

 

 

 

  

People to People International administers Operation Iraqi 
Children (OIC) , a grassroots organization co-founded in 2004 
by actor Gary Sinise and author Laura Hillenbrand  to reach 
out to the children of Iraq.  OIC has delivered more than 
230,396 school supply kits and toys, books, shoes, blankets and 
sports equipment to children in Iraq and recently in 
Afghanistan, the Philippines and Kyrgyzstan.  The kits and 
other items are assembled for shipment at the OIC Warehouse 
operated by PTPI and distributed by U.S. troops. 

·  We wish to thank the nearly 100 volunteers, who helped at 
the OIC Warehouse  during November.  In particular, we are 
grateful to Citi Cards , a division of Citigroup Inc. , which 
brought 52 individuals from the Greater Kansas City area to 
the warehouse for its worldwide company service 
day.  Thank you to all for your generous support!   

·  In addition, we want to thank Colonel Bob Teetsel , 
who recently stopped at PTPI World Headquarters  to share 
photos and stories about his experiences distributing OIC 
supplies to children in Kabul, Afghanistan.  Teetsel 
participated in volunteer missions to deliver the supplies to 
schools and refugee compounds throughout the city while 
deployed as Senior Legal Officer with the U.S. Army .  After 
his year-long deployment, Teetsel is home in Kansas 
City and will soon retire from the Army.  He recently spoke to 
a large group of OIC volunteers about witnessing firsthand 
the positive effects of the program and plans to continuing 
volunteering at the OIC Warehouse .  

·  SUPPLY DRIVE!  OIC needs supplies to keep up with the 
many active volunteers who have been assembling school 
supply kits during the recent months.  To start a supply drive 
or make a monetary donation, please visit OIC's Web site at 
www.operationiraqichildren.org or contact OIC Director, Kelly 
Meyer , at oicinfo@ptpi.org. 
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In Remembrance 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
With great sadness, we announce the passing of our dear 
friends, Dorothy Alvey , Otto Burri  and Koichi Inoue .  Dorothy was 
a member of PTPI's Board of Trustees  and a charter member of 
PTPI's National Capitol Area Chapter  located in Washington, D.C. 
USA.  Otto was also a longtime member of PTPI's Board of 
Trustees , as well as a past vice chairman of Europe and member of 
PTPI's Bern  Chapter  in Switzerland.  He was a familiar face at 
conferences around the world.  Koichi Inoue served as president of 
PTPI Japan Headquarters  for several years.  Longtime friend 
Ruriko Nakajima  of PTPI's Kikugawa, Japan Chapter  said, "We 
will never forget Mr. Inoue's mind for peace."   

We also sadly acknowledge the recent deaths of Nancy Bailey 
Barthelemy  and David Rowell .  Nancy was also a member of 
PTPI's National Capitol Area Chapter  in Washington D.C. 
USA.  David was a past president and current vice president 
of PTPI's Saginaw Chapter  in Michigan USA.   

Our thoughts are with the families and friends of these individuals, 
who will be greatly missed. 
�

Mission Statement/Our Beliefs 
  

 

 

 

PTPI's Managing Director 
of European Operations, 
Lars Poignant (far right), 
with board members, Adult 
Advisor Marina Krsnik (far 
left) and Chapter 
President Sandra Bartol 
(third from right) of PTPI's 
Oroslavje Eagles Student 
Chapter in Croatia. 

 

 

 

  
The purpose of People to People International is to enhance 



international understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas 
and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures.   

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-
cultural communication within each community, and across 
communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual understanding are 
central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

·  We  believe   that  greater  understanding  between  
individuals  and  peoples  worldwide  reveals  universal  
values  and  aspirations; 

·  We  believe   international  educational  and  cultural  
exchange  among  youth  further  ensures  long�term  
friendship  and  understanding;     

·  We  believe   we  all  benefit  from  sharing  different  
approaches  to  solving  common  problems;     

·  We  believe   that  individuals  can  often  be  more  effective  
than  governments  in  promoting  human  relationships  and  
world  peace;     

·  We  believe   if  people  can  better  understand  other  
cultures,  they  are  more  tolerant  and  accepting  of  
differences;     

·  We  believe   that  citizens  of  all  countries  need  personal  
contact  with  other  peoples  and  cultures;      

·  We  believe   we  need  to  ensure  the  enduring  legacy  of  
People  to  People  International;     

·  We  believe   that  People  to  People  is  inspirational!     

·  We  believe   in  people!     

·  We  believe   in  Peace  through  Understanding! 
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