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Welcome to the May 2008 issue of People to People 
International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We encourage 
you to explore each section for updates and inspiring 
stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at �������������	
������
	��  
with news and photographs for future issues. 
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 
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Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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We invite you to Be a Part of the 
Journey  with one of our 
educational, cultural and 
humanitarian missions for adults.  
Learn more in this section.  
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In this section, learn about 
Student/College/University 
Initiatives around the world.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  

 

  
 

Myanmar, China Tragedies  

 

Our hearts are with the people of 
Myanmar  and China , who are suffering 
and who have lost loved ones and homes 
after the recent catastrophic events in 
these countries.  PTPI will make a 
donation from its International 
Friendship Fund  to the Chinese 
Peoples Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries  to use at its 
discretion to assist victims.  Members are 
welcome to contribute to the Fund for this 
cause.  The deadline for donations is June 
15.  Checks should be payable to People 
to People International.  In the memo 
section, please write "Chinese 
Assistance." 

 

ADULT PROGRAM  

 

Don't miss PTPI's 18th Worldwide 
Conference: Symposium on Peace and 
Conflict  in Cairo, Egypt, September 3-8, 
2008.  Click ����� for additional 
information and to register. 

 

STUDENT PROGRAM 

 

Students ages 13-18 are invited to apply 
for PTPI's 2008 Global Youth Forum  in 
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa .  
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Open this section to learn about 
PTPI's Global Landmine 
Initiative . 
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This section shares news from 
OIC: Operation Iraqi Children .  
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Congratulations to our 2008 Fund 
for American Studies  scholarship 
recipients!  

 

Denver, Colorado USA!  This year's 
theme is Global Education: Providing a 
Vision for the Future.  Click ����� for details 
and online registration. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

 

Join us in congratulating Cindy Spake for 
her 25 years of dedicated service to 
People to People International!  Cindy has 
assisted members in different roles over 
the years and is currently executive 
associate and director of landmine 
initiatives. 

Congratulations are also due to Rebecca 
Nunn , assistant to administration.  
Rebecca was recently elected as 
president of the board of 
the Liberty Symphony Orchestra . 

 

ABOUT PTPI  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 
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We bid farewell to members of our 
PTPI family who have passed 
away.  
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  

 

 

  
 

  

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Arabic and Chinese.   
    

 
 

 

���������	�  
People to People International 
World Headquarters 
911 Main Street 
Suite 2110 
Kansas City, Missouri 
64105 U.S.A  

816.531.4701 
816.561.7502 fax 
E-mail: ���������
	��  
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The Patuxai or Victory 
Gate is a monument in the 
center of Vientiane, Laos. 
This summer, Young 
Generation delegates of 
PTPI's Laos Library 
Launch will visit the city 
after helping to build a 
library in Phon Village. 

 

 

 

  

Please note that the Calendar of Events lists events as general 



or by region. 

GENERAL  

September 3-8:  Registration is open for PTPI's 18th 
Worldwide Conference: Symposium on Peace and Conflict!  
This premiere, membership event will take place at the 
Semiramis Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  Highlights will 
include educational and interactive sessions; a private showing 
of the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time at the Great 
Pyramids of Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on humanitarian 
activity; PTPI’s annual Awards Ceremony and much, much 
more!  You may also elect to extend your time in Egypt with a 
four-night Cruise on the River Nile from September 8-13.  
PTPI's Board of Directors will meet September 3, and the 
annual Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for September 
5.  Confirmed speakers include Dr. Zahi Hawas, Secretary-
General of the Supreme Council for Antiquities; H.E. Father 
Nabil Hadad, founder and executive director of Jordanian 
Interfaith Coexistence Research Center; and Dr. Mohamed 
Kazem.  Click here for additional information and to register 
today! 

November 12-16:  PTPI's Global Youth Forum will be held 
in Denver, Colorado USA.  To register, visit www.ptpi.org. 

May 22-24, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's first Young 
Generation Global Youth Forum (YG GYF) to take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  Watch PTPI’s Web site for 
more details. 

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada USA!  More 
details will be announced as the meeting draws closer. 

AMERICAS  

May 25:  PTPI's Delaware Chapter's Circles of 
Understanding program will feature small group discussions 
about the Netherlands.  Visit www.ptpde.org for details.   

October 3-4:  The Americas Region Meeting will take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri at PTPI World Headquarters.  For 
questions, please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth at 
816.561.4701 x 116 or at �������������
	�� .  



ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

May 25: PTPI's Ulsan Korea College Chapter will hold its 
30th Ceremony of Foundation at West Campus. 

June 7:  PTPI's Okinawa Chapter in Japan will host a Spring 
Picnic with games and a music program.  PTPI members are 
welcome to bring guests.  To RSVP, please contact Chapter 
President Yasuko Kawabata at �����	
������������
�	���
��� .   

June 14-26:  The Laos Library Launch is an exciting new 
program for PTPI's Young Generation (ages 18-25) to engage 
in an in-depth humanitarian and cultural program in Laos. 

July:  PTPI Korea/Mongolia Exchange Program designed 
for PTPI Korea University Chapters.  Students will visit 
Mongolia for one month to teach Korean language and learn 
about Mongolian culture. 

October 15-27:  PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong. Delegates will see the 
Terracotta Warriors and the Giant Pandas, experience a day 
cruise on the Li River and attend special meetings and 
dinners.  The registration deadline is June 18.  Click here to 
register online.  Space is limited.  For questions, contact Cindy 
Baugh at 816.531.4701 x 117 or ���������	����������
	�� .  Please note that 
we are closely monitoring the situation in China and will be 
evaluating the itinerary as we get closer to the departure date.  
We are also in contact with CPAFFC to learn ways we can be 
of assistance.  

December:  PTPI Korea's 26th Annual Awards Banquet 
and International Friendship Night.  This special event is for 
PTPI friends around the world and includes awards for 
excellence. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
fascinating destinations.  There is something for everyone as 
events are scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for 



details at ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

May 24-25:  PTPI's Roman Chapter will hold its Regional 
Meeting.  For meeting details, go to www.ptpe.org/roman2008.  

June 6-17:  PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  travels to Hungary. The 
chapter will visit Budapest, Veszprém and Pécs. 

June 7:  PTPI's Sternberk Chapter will celebrate Children's 
Day with an event entitled "In Blue," a traditional celebration of 
Children's Day. 

June 13-22: PTPI’s School & Classroom Program (SCP) 
Educational Initiative  will explore Poland, Slovakia and 
Hungary.  Highlights include sightseeing of historic cities such 
as Warsaw, Krakow and Budapest, school visits, a study-tour of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and travel through scenic mountains and 
vineyards. 

June 21:  PTPI's Belgium Chapter will hold its popular 
summer dinner dance at the restaurant Repos des Chasseurs in 
Brussels.  This year's theme is "the hippie years."  For more 
information, please contact ��
���
���������������
��
�� . 

July 11-21: The Educational & Humanitarian Initiative to 
Russia will visit Moscow, Novgorod and St. Petersburg.  
Highlights include meetings with representatives of the Russian 
government, the U.S. Embassy to Russia and the Gorbachev 
Foundation, and visits to the Kremlins of Moscow and 
Novgorod, Red Square, St. Sophia Cathedral and Petrovorets 
Palace. 

July 27 - August 12:  PTPI's Tallin, Estonia Chapter will 
hold its Annual Summer Camp, which welcomes participants 
ages 14-18 years.  For more information, contact Chapter 
President Ruta Pels at ��������	�
�� .  

August 4-9:  The Young Generation Meeting will be held in Berlin, 
Germany. 

August 16:  The annual meeting of all Swiss chapters will be 
hosted by PTPI's Zurich Chapter . 

September 4-9:  PTPI's Pécs Chapter in Hungary will visit 
Brussels, Belgium to participate in a program prepared by 



PTPI's Brussels Chapter. 

October 22-26:  PTPI will hold its third European Leadership 
Seminar in Berlin, Germany. 

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

June 6-18:  Registration is full for PTPI's Humanitarian & 
Cultural Mission  to Tanzania.  Participants will enjoy visits to 
Arusha, Zanzibar and The School of St. Jude along with a 
three-day safari! 

July 24 - August 3:  PTPI's 4th annual Global Youth Forum 
Humanitarian Conference (GYFHC) will travel to Egypt. 
�
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Troy Nash, chairman of PTPI's Board of Trustees, traveled to California USA to visit PTPI's 
San Diego Chapter.  While there, he attended the chapter's beach barbeque, held to recruit new 
members, and a Padres baseball game.  Seen here: Troy with Jared Levinson, chapter co-
president. 

In conjunction with PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference in 
Cairo, Egypt, PTPI's Board of Directors will meet September 
3.  The annual Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for 
September 5.   

Friendly Reminder:  Members of PTPI's Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees are encouraged to submit news and 
photos of your PTPI activities worldwide.  Please submit news 



to Stacey Chance at �������������	
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	��  
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Delegates of PTPI's 
Mission to Tanzania will 
visit students of the School 
of St. Jude in Arusha this 
summer. To find a travel 
program for you, visit 
www.ptpi.org and follow 
the link Be a Part of the 
Journey! 

 

 

 

  

·  September 3-8 :  Registration is open for PTPI’s 18th 
Worldwide Conference: Symposium on Peace and 
Conflict !  This premiere, membership event will take place at 
the Semiramis Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  
Highlights include educational and interactive sessions; a 
private showing of the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time 
at the Great Pyramids of Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on 
humanitarian activity; PTPI’s annual Awards Ceremony and 
much, much more!  You may also elect to extend your time in 
Egypt with a four-night Cruise on the River Nile  from 
September 8-13.  Confirmed speakers include Dr. Zahi 
Hawas, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council for 
Antiquities; H.E. Father Nabil Hadad, founder and executive 
director of Jordanian Interfaith Coexistence Research Center; 
and Dr. Mohamed Kazem.  Click here for additional 
information and to register today! 

·  October 15-27 :   PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong. Delegates of this exciting 
program will see the Terracotta Warriors and the Giant 
Pandas, experience a day cruise on the Li River and 
attend special meetings and dinners.  The registration 
deadline is June 18.  Click here to register online.  Space is 
limited.  For questions, contact Cindy Baugh  at 
816.531.4701 x 117 or specialprograms@ptpi.org.  Please 
note that we are closely monitoring the situation in China and 
will be evaluating the itinerary as we get closer to the 
departure date.  We are also in contact with CPAFFC to 
learn ways we can be of assistance. 
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PTPI’s Greater Houston Student Chapter located in Texas USA educated their community and 
joined the fight against hunger for Global Youth Service Day, April 25-27.  Members 
distributed paper bags on doorsteps in their community with letters attached. The letters 
introduced the chapter and PTPI’s mission, included information about GYSD, and asked for 
food donations in support of GYSD. Members returned to collect the food donations. 
Ultimately, the chapter delivered approximately 900 pounds of food to the Houston Food Bank, 
which each week feeds more than 80,000 individuals who are hungry or food insecure. 

·  2008 GLOBAL YOUTH FORUM -- NOVEMBER 12-16  
Denver.  America’s Mile High City.  We invite you to join 
PTPI’s President and CEO Mary Jean Eisenhower  at the 
base of America’s Rocky Mountains for the 2008 Global 
Youth Forum !  We will spend four exciting days exploring 
PTPI’s mission of Peace through Understanding and how it 
specifically relates to this year’s theme, Global Education:  
Providing a Vision for the Future! 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND LAST YEAR’S EVENT SOLD 
OUT EARLY!  Click HERE for details and to REGISTER 
ONLINE TODAY!  This event is open to students 13-18 years 
of age (and who have not yet completed a semester of college).  
Registration will close on August 31, 2008 or when we reach 
capacity.  Contact �	����	
����
�������
	��  for more information. 
 
Experience the difference of Peace through 
Understanding…one mile up. 

·  In response to the earthquake in China, PTPI's All 4 Peace 
Student Chapter  in New Jersey USA is collecting funds for 
"Change for China," an initiative of Free the Children -- a 
network empowering children to help children through 
education.  Funds collected for the initiative will provide 



emergency relief and contribute to long-term development 
plans to restore the Chinese rural communities that were 
affected by the earthquake.      

·  PTPI is proud to announce that the St. Louis Connection 
Student Chapter  in Missouri USA is the latest addition to 
PTPI’s growing number of student chapters! Chapter Vice 
President Trishelle  Duke attended PTPI’s Global Youth 
Forum in Chicago last year and returned to St. Louis inspired 
to make a difference! The chapter plans to build homes with 
Habitat for Humanity  and host a cultural awareness fair with 
guest speakers. Good luck with your efforts to promote 
Peace through Understanding!  

·  Global Youth Service Day  (GYSD), April 25-27, was a huge 
success! More than 40 chapters in 16 countries carried out 
incredible projects that brought peace and hope to their 
communities. They worked hard to reshape their 
communities through service projects requiring few costs. 
Along the way, they formed community partnerships, 
photographed, filmed and engaged their local media as they 
made a difference. 
 
Some of the projects include: 

·  Volunteering/donating to orphanages  
·  Spending time with senior citizens  
·  Collecting donations for refugees  
·  Collections for food banks  
·  Environmental protection campaigns (planting trees 

and flowers)  
·  Community cleanup projects  

Go to www.flickr.com/photos/8566947@N03/ or click HERE 
to view photos that will change the way you look at youth! 
These students are remarkable!   

All chapters that completed GYSD projects will receive a letter 
from PTPI President and CEO Mary Jean Eisenhower, a press 
release to share with their local media, and a certificate of 
achievement.  

·  A visit from PTPI World Headquarters:  PTPI’s Youth 
Programs Coordinator Kristine Knutter  recently met with 
PTPI’s Kids Making a Difference Student Chapter  and 
PTPI’s  Hearts of Highland Student Chapter  in Ohio USA 
over the Global Youth Service Day  weekend, April 25-27.  
Hearts of Highland Student Chapter members and their 
advisor, Tim Hill , celebrated GYSD by walking dogs at a 
local humane society shelter, playing with and brushing the 
dogs, and also by cleaning up trash at a local park. Great 
job!  PTPI’s Kids Making a Difference Student Chapter  
met with Kristine at a local library and the chapter set goals 
and chose to learn about Croatia over the next year.  The 
chapter’s GYSD plans to volunteer at a local soup kitchen 
were spoiled because the students did not meet the age limit 



to do this activity. Keep up the dedication!  
·  Congrats Grads!   PTPI would like to congratulate all PTPI 

members who are graduating! Good luck as you enter a new 
stage in life full of opportunity!  We would love for you to stay 
involved with PTPI, and we have programs designed just for 
you! Stay involved in PTPI's Young Generation  (YG) 
programs, which are flexible and adapt to members' time 
constraints and interests.  Programs offer the opportunity to 
reunite with fellow alumni, meet like-minded people and 
participate in humanitarian programming.  YG’s are young 
adults ages 18-25, who want to continue promoting PTPI's 
mission of international understanding, humanitarianism and 
cultural awareness.  You can also start or join a PTPI 
College/University Chapter.  Click here to download your 
PTPI College/University Start Up Kit today!  

·  YG’s will have their first ever YG Global Youth Forum  in 
Kansas City, Missouri USA on May 22-24, 2009!  Watch for 
details coming soon on PTPI’s Web site!  

·  Do you want to learn more about how to join or start a PTPI 
Student Chapter?  Visit 
http://www.ptpi.org/programs/StudentChapters.aspx to get 
started today 
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Members and friends of 
PTPI's Park University 
Chapter walked miles for 
the 2008 AIDS Walk held 
in Kansas City, Missouri 
USA on April 26. This 
annual event raises 
money for local AIDS 
service organizations. 

 

 

 

  

·  Attention Chapters in the Americas!   PTPI is seeking a 
chapter host for its 19th Worldwide Conference , which will 
be held in fall 2010.  Requests for proposals were sent to 
chapter presidents with a deadline to submit the Conference 
Host Committee Application Form by June 13, 2008.  PTPI's 
Worldwide Conferences are held biennially around the world 
and focus on the three main elements of our mission: 
international understanding, education and humanitarianism.  
Questions can be directed to Karen Hoch  at 816.531.4701 x 



127 or at karenh@ptpi.org.  
·  SAVE THE DATE:  PTPI’s Americas Region  Meeting  will 

be held in Kansas City at PTPI World Headquarters, October 
3-4.  A block of rooms has been reserved under “People to 
People International” at the Aladdin Hotel (1215 Wyandotte 
Street, Kansas City, Missouri).  Invitations with registration 
details will arrive in chapter members' mailboxes soon!  
Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth  at 816.561.4701 x 
116 or at chapters@ptpi.org with questions.  

·  PTPI's Pards to People Chapter  at Lafayette College in 
Pennsylvania USA received the 2008 Aaron O. Hoff Award 
for Outstanding Service Organization !  Presented 
annually, the awards honor individuals and organizations that 
have shown dedication and commitment to Lafayette 
College.  Congratulations for this great achievement!  

·  In addition, Alan Raisman , president of PTPI's Pards to 
People Chapter and PTPI Trustee, received the Levy  Hillel 
Award  for leadership.  Alan was featured in the publication, 
Hakol, a voice of the Lehigh Valley Jewish community.  
Congratulations, Alan!  

·  Congratulations are also due to PTPI's Park University 
Chapter  for its accomplishments at the annual National 
Model United Nations  conference, which was held April 17-
21 in New York City.  Chapter members on the university 
team helped to capture two prestigious awards -- 
Outstanding Delegation Award and Best Leadership Award.  
Way to go!   

·  PTPI's Delaware Chapter  sponsored a Families of the World 
event, focusing on Ghana, on April 26.  For highlights from 
the event, visit the chapter's Web site at www.ptpde.org.  

·  PTPI's Central Oregon Chapter  has initiated the Adopt 
China Project in response to the recent earthquake that has 
devastated Sichuan Province and Chongqing.  The chapter is 
accepting donations on behalf of Half the Sky Children's 
Earthquake Relief Fund,  which provides emergency shelter, 
food and medical care for children orphaned or separated 
from their families, temporary or long-term foster care, and if 
needed, temporary institutional care.  You can learn 
more about the fund at 
http://www.globalgiving.com/pr/2100/proj2086a.html.  
Donations may be sent to:  
PTPICO 
Half the Sky Children's Earthquake Relief Fund 
P.O. Box 9011 
Bend, Oregon 97708 USA 
Please make checks payable to PTPICO and write "Half the 
Sky Earthquake Fund" in the memo section.  People to 
People International World Headquarters will match raised 
funds. 
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Global Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim 
  

 

 



 

Delegates of the annual 
Asia Pacific Council 
Meeting visited the 
Seokguram Grotto, a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in Gyeongju, Korea. 
The area was decorated 
with colorful lights hung 
overhead in celebration of 
the Buddha's birthday. 

 

 

 

  
PTPI's 2008 Asia Pacific Conference  was held in Ulsan City and 
Gyeongju City, Korea, May 1-4.  More than 70 delegates from the 
Asia Pacific region and United States attended the conference.   

The first day, delegates joined PTPI's Ulsan Korea Chapter’s  35th 
anniversary celebration, which included a hanbok (Korean traditional 
costumes) fashion show and lunch prepared by the chapter 
members' families.  Later, delegates visited Ulsan city hall, where 
they met Vice Mayor Ju  and learned about Ulsan's role as a main 
industrial city of Korea.  Delegates moved to the Tondosa Temple, 
one of Korea's oldest.  There, they met the head priest and learned 
about the history of Buddhism in Korea. 

The following day, delegates enjoyed special guided tours of Hyundai 
Motor Company by Vice Chairman of Hyundai Heavy Industry, Mr. 
Min , who welcomed delegates and later hosted lunch at the VIP 
Restaurant.  Delegates moved onto Gyeongju City for a dinner 
hosted by Mayor  Baek .  Representatives from the Sri Lanka 
Embassy  joined the group; the embassy hopes to establish 
a chapter in Sri Lanka in December of this year.   

The morning of May 3, Il Hoon Gwak , President of the Asia Pacific 
Council and former Chairman of Korea National Headquarters, called 
the Asia Pacific Council Meeting to order.  Delegates introduced one 
another and made remarks.  PTPI's Asia Pacific Liaison, Jasmine 
Kim , reported on the status of Asia Pacific chapters, introduced new 
chapters and provided an overview of chapter activities.  Viktor 
Zikas , managing director of special programs at PTPI World 
Headquarters , followed with a presentation regarding membership, 
benefits and special programs.  Chapter representatives from Japan, 
Korea, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan and Taiwan then provided their 
chapter activity reports.   

The keynote speakers of the conference were PTPI Korea’s 
Friendship Ambassadors Mr. Yoo  and Ms. Choi .  They shared their 
wonderful experiences with PTPI and expressed their enthusiasm for 
being involved with the organization.  In the afternoon, delegates 
visited sites such as the National Museum and Sukgulam Grotto, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
 
Many thanks go to PTPI's Ulsan Korea Chapter , Ulsan City, 
Gyeongju City, the Hyundai Motor Company, PTPI's Korea National 



Headquarters  and the Korean Trustees  for organizing this event 
and for their warm hospitality. 
 
The next conference will be hosted by PTPI's Tainan Chapter  in 
Taiwan during May 2009.  Details of the program will be distributed 
as the time draws near 
�

Global Perspective - Europe 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
During the chapter fair at PTPI's European Conference in Rimini, Italy, May 8-11, two 
new members, Hans and Louise Denk, enjoyed time with Verena Denk of PTPI's 
European Office and Mary Eisenhower, PTPI's president and CEO.  Twenty 
chapters displayed their programs and regions at the fair. In total, 128 delegates 
participated in the conference!  

·  On April 9, PTPI’s Kharkiv Student Chapter  in Ukraine 
presented an event examining the Chernobyl Disaster and 
honoring those lost.  

·  April 11-18, PTPI’s Veszprém Chapter  in Hungary visited 
PTPI’s Céret Chapter  in France.  Six students and two 
teachers took part in the journey. The group spent four days 
in Céret,  visting the city, museums, beach and two schools, 
and two days in Barcelona.  A group from Céret hopes to visit 
Veszprém at a later time.  

·  Members of PTPI’s Brussels, Belgian Chapter  visited the 
impressive Olympic King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels on 
April 16.   

·  April 18-20, PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter  in the Czech 
Republic planted new trees in the forest.  During the same 
weekend, PTPI’s Kiev Chapter  in Ukraine enjoyed the 
International Lingvofestival in Marijinski Park, where they 
participated in activities and presented their efforts in different 
UNESCO programs.  

·  PTPI’s Sofia Chapter  in Bulgaria organized a charity sale on 
April 19.  On April 25, with funds raised from the sale, chapter 
members bought trees, which they planted in a park next to 
their school.  

·  Members of PTPI’s Vaslui, Romania Student Chapter  
planted flowers with kindergarten students and shared with 
them the importance of Global Youth Service Day , April 25-
27.  



·  April 27, PTPI’s Brussels Chapter  in Belgium sponsored the 
concert, “Mélodie,” in the Cultural Center Anderlecht.  
Also, members of PTPI’s Khmelnytsky Student Chapter  in 
Ukraine performed at a charitable concert for small children. 

�

Global Perspective - Middle East/Africa  
  

 

 

 

The smiling faces of 
PTPI's Kids of Gordion 
Student Chapter in 
Ankara, Turkey. 

 

 

 

  
·  In May, PTPI’s Pharaohs of Peace Adult Chapter  in Cairo, 

Egypt held a session to break the ice between its new and 
current members.  Members used various drawing 
techniques to depict their personalities; then the others used 
the drawings to guess about each member's characteristics.  
The session was very successful, and chapter members look 
forward to upcoming cultural, educational and humanitarian 
activities.  

·  PTPI’s Agents of Change Student Chapter and PTPI’s 
Sadat Peace Keepers Student Chapter  in Sadat City, Egypt 
hosted a EuroMed Heritage Fiesta and Worldwide Parade at 
their school on May 7.  To learn more about events that 
celebrate the heritage of the Euro-Mediterranean region, 
visit http://1001actions.org.  

·  Be sure to also visit PTPI's Middle East Web site at 
www.ptpime.org.  
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Deminer clearing suspect 
ground around a house in 
Cambodia. Photo courtesy 
of The HALO Trust. 

 

 

 

  

For three years, PTPI’s Global Landmine Initiative  supported 
a demining team in Sri Lanka, resulting in the return of 
farmland to the region, and after the 2004 tsunami, built three 
schools that serve three-four villages, each with 35 households.  
With progress made there, PTPI shifted its focus to Cambodia 
in December 2007 to support a demining team working along 
the Thai border.   

As you can see in the photograph, extreme poverty dictates 
extreme measures.  Here, a deminer works to clear land around 
the home of a family that had no choice but to take up residence 
inside an active minefield.   

You can support our efforts by contributing to PTPI’s 
International Friendship Fund, where 100% of the donations 
designated for the Global Landmine Initiative  go toward 
eradication, education and aftercare.  At PTPI, we believe this 
is Peace through Understanding at its most fundamental – 
helping our friends live a safe, healthy and more prosperous 
existence.   

To download a donation form, click here.  For questions, please 
contact ��������
�����
	�� .  Thank you for your support of this vital 
cause! 
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Gary Sinise, actor and co-
founder of Operation Iraqi 
Children, performing with 
his band, the Lt. Dan 
Band, at Fort Leonard 
Wood in Missouri USA. 
Concerts are held to 
support all U.S. military 
branches and provide 
moral support for troops. 

 

 

 

  

·  April 18, Gary Sinise , actor and co-founder of Operation 
Iraqi Children  (OIC), performed with the Lt. Dan Band  at 
Fort Leonard Wood  located in Missouri USA.  The following 
day, Gary visited the OIC Warehouse in Kansas City to meet 
with a documentary crew to film the building process of OIC's 
School Supply Kits. 

·  May 16, Gary and the Lt. Dan Band  performed at the 
Pentagon  in Washington, DC USA for an event sponsord by 
America Supports You , a program launched in 2004 to 
provide opportunities for US citizens to support members of 
the US armed forces.  OIC information was available at the 
event and later at an open house hosted by Andrews Air 
Force Base  in Maryland USA. 

·  The OIC Warehouse in Kansas City, Missouri USA would like 
to thank our volunteers Judy Spinner and group , and 
members from the Church of the Resurrection .  Thank you 
for your time and support! 

·  To date, more than 246,000 School Supply Kits have shipped 
from the OIC Warehouse. 

·  To learn how to become involved with OIC, visit 
www.operationiraqichildren.org or contact OIC Director Kelly  
Meyer  at oicinfo@ptpi.org. 
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The Fund for American Studies 
  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Sarah 
Hyser, a 2008 PTPI/TFAS 
Scholarship recipient. 

 

 

 



  
More than five years ago, PTPI forged a relationship with The Fund 
for American Studies  because many of its programs align with our 
mission.  Each year, PTPI awards up to four scholarships of $500 to 
TFAS participants.  We are proud to announce the PTPI/TFAS 
scholarship winners for 2008!  

·  Irina Alexandrescu , Academy of Economic Studies, 
Bucharest, Romania  

·  Sarah Hyser , University of Rochester, NY USA  (also a PTPI 
Global Youth Forum alumnus!)  

·  Hoang Anh Thi Nguyen , Academy of Finance, Hanoi, 
Vietnam  

·  Olga Zhdanova , V. Dahl East Ukrainian National University, 
Luhansk, Ukraine 

About Sarah Hyser:  "Originally from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania USA, 
Sarah graduated from Delone Catholic High School.  Currently, she is 
an undergraduate at the University of Rochester, where she is 
studying political science and international relations.  She serves as 
programming chair for the Sophomore Class Council and is a 
member of Delta Gamma Sorority, the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars, the Political Science Undergraduate Council and the 
Student Leadership Advisory Board.  Sarah traveled with People to 
People as a delegate on the Yosemite Program in 6th grade and 
participated in two Global Youth Forums held in Washington DC and 
Atlanta, Georgia USA.  After college, Sarah plans to attend law 
school with the hope of one day running for public office. 

We will feature a different PTPI/TFAS Scholarship recipient in the 
next two issues of the On Track e-newsletter.  Check back to learn 
about the other recipients. 
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Our deepest sympathies go to the family of Holli Greenman , one of 
our student members who recently passed away.  Holli 
was a Student Ambassador.  Her father shared that Holli had felt it 
was an amazing experience to be part of PTPI.  She will be 



missed by the many friends she made during her adventures in 
Europe.   

With great sadness, we also announce the passing of our friends, 
Berwyn Robinson  of PTPI's Chester Chapter  in England and PTPI 
Trustee Leslie Rayne of Israel.  We extend our heartfelt condolences 
to these individuals' families and friends around the world. 
�
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PTPI’s Greater Princeton Student Chapter in Pennington, New Jersey USA hosted a 
successful bike-a-thon that raised approximately $3,500 for the Seeing Eye Dog 
Society, whose mission is to enhance the independence, dignity and self confidence of 
blind people through the use of seeing eye dogs.  

The purpose of People to People International is to enhance 
international understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas 
and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures.  It will cooperate with any and all other organizations 
which are of similar nature and purpose. 

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-
cultural communication within each community, and across 
communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual understanding are 
central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

• We believe that greater understanding between individuals and 
peoples, worldwide, reveals universal values and aspirations. 

• We believe international educational and cultural exchange among 
youth further ensures long-term friendship and understanding. 

• We believe we all benefit from sharing different approaches to 



solving common problems. 

• We believe that individuals can often be more effective than 
governments in promoting human relationships and world peace. 

• We believe if people can better understand other cultures, they are 
more tolerant and accepting of differences. 

• We believe that citizens of all countries need personal contacts with 
other peoples and cultures. 

• We believe in the need to ensure the enduring legacy of People to 
People International. 

• We believe that People to People International is fun!  We believe in 
people 
�


