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Welcome to the March 2008 issue of People to People 
International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We encourage 
you to explore each section for updates and inspiring 
stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at 
�������������	
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	��  with news and 
photographs for future issues. 
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 
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May 1 is the nomination deadline 
for PTPI Awards .  Visit this section 
for details.  
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Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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We invite you to Be a Part of the 
Journey  with one of our 
educational, cultural and 
humanitarian missions for adults.  
Learn more in this section.  
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In this section, learn about 
Student/College/University 
Initiatives around the world.   

  

Global Youth Service Day  

 
Attention  Student Chapters!   Plan to 
participate in Global Youth Service Day , 
April 25-27, 2008.  To learn more, visit 
���
��������
	�� .  

Register Today!  

 

Join us for PTPI's European 
Conference  in Rimini, Italy, May 8-11, 
2008.  For registration details, visit 
�����������
	�������
������ . 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

PTPI's 2008 Global Youth Forum  will be 
held in Denver, Colorado USA, November 
12-16.  Be sure to visit ���
����
	��  in 
May for more details. 

 

ABOUT PTPI  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     

 

$��%
������&���#���'�	#�����
�
��)���#�
� �
Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa.   
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This section shares news from 
OIC: Operation Iraqi Children .  

 

�����(�(%�
���� �
We bid farewell to members of our 
PTPI family who have passed 
away.  

 

He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 

 

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Arabic and Chinese.   
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People to People International 
World Headquarters 
911 Main Street 
Suite 2110 
Kansas City, Missouri 
64105 U.S.A  

816.531.4701 
816.561.7502 fax 
E-mail: ���������
	��  
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  
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Register today for PTPI's 
18th Worldwide 
Conference to be held in 
Cairo, Egypt, September 
3-8, 2008. 

 

 

 

  

Please note that the Calendar of Events has been 
reorganized to list events as general or by region. 



GENERAL  

April 16 :  PTPI World Headquarters, in conjunction with the 
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, will host an Open 
House at its new location (911 Main Street, Suite 2110, Kansas 
City, Missouri USA) 4:30-6:30 pm. 

April 25-27:  PTPI Student Chapters will take action for 
Global Youth Service Day, the largest service event in the 
world.  For more information, visit www.ptpigysd.org.  

May 1:  Award Nominations are due to PTPI World 
Headquarters.  PTPI Directors, Trustees and Chapter 
Presidents are encouraged to nominate deserving individuals 
and chapters. 

May 8-11:  PTPI's European Conference will be held in 
Rimini, Italy.  Everyone is welcome!  Early bird deadline is 
March 24.  Additional details are available at 
http://ptpe.org/rimini2008/.  

May 15-17:  PTPI's Board of Directors Meeting will be held 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA at the Crowne Plaza Kansas City 
Downtown.  Information has been sent to all directors.  The 
meeting will begin on Thursday, May 15, at PTPI's office 
building; meetings Friday and Saturday will be held at the 
hotel.  The deadline to RSVP and make hotel accommodations 
is Friday, April 18.  Please direct questions to Karen Hoch at 
����
������
	�� . 

September 3-8:  Registration is open for PTPI's 18th 
Worldwide Conference: Symposium on Peace and Conflict!  
This premiere, membership event will take place at the 
Semiramis Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  Highlights will 
include educational and interactive sessions; a private showing 
of the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time at the Great 
Pyramids of Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on humanitarian 
activity; PTPI’s annual Awards Ceremony and much, much 
more!  You may also elect to extend your time in Egypt with a 
four-night Cruise on the River Nile from September 8-13.  
PTPI's Board of Directors will meet September 3, and the 
annual Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for September 
5.  Click here for additional information and to register today! 

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's 
Annual Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada 



USA!  More details will be announced as the meeting draws 
closer. 

AMERICAS  

March 30:  PTPI's Greater Kansas City Chapter will hold 
its Annual Meeting at the Kansas City Downtown Public 
Library.  

April 6 :  PTPI's Delaware Chapter will sponsor Music & 
Dance: A Multi-Cultural Program featuring dances of China 
and the Philippines, and songs from Kenya.  The program is 
free and open to the public with a reception to follow.  For 
more information, visit www.ptpde.org.     

April 12 :  PTPI's Midland, Michigan Chapter  will hold its 
annual International Dinner at Northwood University.  This 
year's theme is Spain.  Troy Nash, chairman of PTPI's Board of 
Trustees, will serve as keynote speaker, and 45 Spanish 
students from the Midland Public Schools will perform Spanish 
dances.  For more information about this event, please contact 
Midland Chapter President, Deb Teot, at �����	�������	���

�� . 

May 25:  PTPI's Delaware Chapter's Circles of 
Understanding program will feature small group discussions on 
Vietnam and the Netherlands. Date tentative - visit 
www.ptpde.org for details.  

ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

March 10-31:  PTPI Niislel, Mongolia Chapter will organize 
an art exhibition, The Color of Mongolia, in Geneva, 
Switzerland.  The event will include meetings with local 
chapters and media. 

May 1-4:  The 2008 Asia Pacific Council will meet in 
Gyeongju, Korea to discuss by-laws and future 
cooperation.  Also in May, PTPI Korea will host a "New 
Membership Workshop and Sport Competition Day" for 
members to meet and learn more about the organization. 

June 14-26:  The Laos Library Launch is an exciting new 
program for PTPI's Young Generation (ages 18-25) to engage 
in an in-depth humanitarian and cultural program in Laos.  

July:  PTPI Korea/Mongolia Exchange Program designed 



for PTPI Korea University Chapters.  Students will visit 
Mongolia for one month to teach Korean language and learn 
about Mongolian culture. 

December:  PTPI Korea's 26th Annual Awards Banquet 
and International Friendship Night.  This special event is for 
PTPI friends around the world and includes awards for 
excellence. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
fascinating destinations.  There is something for everyone as 
events are scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for 
details at ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

March 26:  PTPI's Berlin Chapter invites members and the 
public to a seminar about the U.S. presidential election system. 

March 16-31:  Twelve chapter members and two leaders from 
PTPI’s Eagles Student Chapter in Oroslavje, Croatia are 
visiting PTPI's Teens Working Together Student Chapter in 
Santa Ynez, California USA.  The visit, which includes 
homestays, offers many opportunities for members of the two 
chapters to get to know one another. 

April 3-8 :  PTPI's Plovdiv Chapter will hold a training 
seminar about religion, culture and society.  For more 
information, visit www.ptpi-
bg.tripod.com/trainingseminarreligionculturesociety.  

April 5-6 :  PTPI's Sternberk Chapter will provide 
environmental clean-up as they clear debris from the forest, 
followed by tree planting April 18-20. 

April 11-18:  PTPI's Veszprém Chapter will visit PTPI’s 
Céret Chapter. 

April 16-23:  PTPI's Pécs Chapter will visit Belgium where 
they will participate in a program prepared for them by PTPI's 
Brussels Chapter. 

April 18-20:  Members of PTPI's Sternberk Chapter will 



enjoy a weekend activity planting new trees. 

May 16-18:  Members of PTPI's Sternberk Chapter will 
enjoy rafting the rivers of the Czech Republic during their 
Waterfall III program. 

May 23-25:  PTPI's Roman Chapter will hold its Regional 
Meeting.  For meeting details, go to www.ptpe.org/roman2008.  

June 7:  PTPI's Sternberk Chapter will celebrate Children's 
Day with an event entitled "In Blue." 

June 13-22: PTPI’s School & Classroom Program (SCP) 
Educational Initiative  will explore Poland, Slovakia and 
Hungary.  Highlights include sightseeing of historic cities such 
as Warsaw, Krakow and Budapest, school visits, a study-tour of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and travel through scenic mountains and 
vineyards. 

July 11-21: The Educational & Humanitarian Initiative to 
Russia will visit Moscow, Novgorod and St. Petersburg.  
Highlights include meetings with representatives of the Russian 
government, the U.S. Embassy to Russia and the Gorbachev 
Foundation, and visits to the Kremlins of Moscow and 
Novgorod, Red Square, St. Sophia Cathedral and Petrovorets 
Palace. 

July 27:  PTPI's Estonia and Tallin Chapter will hold its 
Annual Summer Camp, which welcomes participants ages 14-
18 years.  For more information, contact Chapter President 
Ruta Pels at ��������	�
�� .  

August 16:  The annual meeting of all Swiss chapters will be 
hosted by PTPI's Zurich Chapter . 

October 22-26:  PTPI will hold its third European 
Leadership Seminar in Berlin, Germany. 

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

June 6-18:  Registration is full for PTPI's Humanitarian & 
Cultural Mission  to Tanzania.  Participants will enjoy visits to 
Arusha, Zanzibar and The School of St. Jude along with a 
three-day safari! 

July 24-August 3:  PTPI's 4th annual Global Youth Forum 



Humanitarian Conference (GYFHC) will travel to Egypt. 
�
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The Parents Circle - Families Forum will receive the prestigious Eisenhower Medallion at 
PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference in Cairo, Egypt.  Shown here: Participants of a media 
seminar held by the organization painted a wall mural, expressing their wishes and thoughts 
about reconciliation between Palestine and Israel, with the help of Adi Yakutiali, an Israeli 
artist.  

Award Nominations are due at PTPI World Headquarters 
by May 1, 2008! 

All PTPI Directors, Trustees and Chapter Presidents are 
encouraged to nominate deserving individuals and chapters to 
receive a 2008 PTPI Award! 
 
The Awards Manual and Nomination Form are available on our 
Web site, www.ptpi.org, under the "About Us" category in the 
main navigation menu. 
 
Award categories:   

·  Eisenhower Medallion (2009 presentation) 
·  Eisenhower Distinguished Service Award  
·  Make A Difference Award (2009 presentation) 
·  James T. Doty Memorial Award for Unique and Innovative 

Programming 
A. Individual or Group Award 
B. Chapter Award (Adult) 

·  Best Chapter Newsletter Award (Adult and Student) 



·  Best Chapter Web site Award (Adult and Student) 
·  Chapter Leadership Award 
·  Chapter Membership Award 
·  International Visitors Program Award 
·  James T. Doty Memorial Award for Unique and Innovative 

Programming (Student Chapter) 
·  Best Student Chapter Leadership Award 
·  Student Chapter Outstanding Adult Advisor Award 
·  Student Chapter Membership Award 
·  Student Chapter International Visitors Program Award 
·  Community Service Project Award (School and Classroom 

Program) 
·  Lifetime Achievement Recognition Award 

Awards will be presented at PTPI's 18th Worldwide 
Conference in Cairo, Egypt in September 2008 and at the 
Global Youth Forum in Denver, Colorado USA in November 
2008.  For questions, contact ���������
	�� .   

We look forward to receiving your nominations by May 1, 
2008! 
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In cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of State's 
Office of International 
Visitors. Barbara Capozzi 
(center), member of 
PTPI's Board of Directors 
and vice chairman of the 
Americas, hosted five 
women from Iraq. 

 

 

 

  

·  Last month, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
State's Office of International Visitors , Barbara Capozzi , 
member of PTPI's Board of Directors and vice chairman of 
the Americas, hosted five women from Iraq who wanted to 
learn more about People to People International.  The 
women were accompanied by three interpreters, one of 
whom is the mother of a PTPI 2003 Peace Camper , and the 



Execut ive Director of the International Center of 
Syracuse, New York USA.  During their stay, the women 
learned about PTPI's programs and Operation Iraqi 
Children ; attended a luncheon held in their honor; visited 
a local high school and overall enjoyed an exciting visit to 
Niagara Falls, New York USA! 

·  Also in February, Barbara Capozzi  traveled to Wisconsin 
USA to meet with board members of PTPI's Sheboygan 
Chapter .  The visit included a homestay with Judy 
Marquart , a delegation leader of PTPI's Global Youth 
Forum , and lunch with Jon and Ann Keckonen , long-time 
friends of PTPI. 

·  PTPI's Board of Directors Meeting will be held in Kansas 
City, Missouri USA at the Crowne Plaza Kansas City 
Downtown.  Information has been sent to all directors.  
Please note the change of dates.  The meeting will begin on 
Thursday, May 15, at PTPI's office building, while Friday and 
Saturday's meetings will be held at the hotel.  The deadline to 
RSVP and make hotel accommodations is Friday, April 18.  
Please direct questions to Karen  Hoch  at karenh@ptpi.org. 

·  In conjunction with PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference  in 
Cairo, Egypt, PTPI's Board of Directors  will meet 
September 3; the annual Board of Trustees Meeting  is 
scheduled for September 5.   

Friendly Reminder:  Members of PTPI's Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees are encouraged to submit news and 
photos of your PTPI activities worldwide.  Please submit news 
to Stacey Chance at �������������	
������
	�� . 
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Register today for PTPI's 
Educational Humanitarian 
Initiative to China, October 
15-27, 2008! 

 

 

 

  

·  May 8-11:  Plan to attend PTPI's European Conference  at 



the Club House Hotel in Rimini, Italy.  Conference highlights 
include a welcome reception, council meetings, a PTPI 
chapter fair, dinner at the Villa Verucchio and excursions to 
Ravenna and San Marino.  To learn more, visit 
www.ptpe.org/rimini2008.  The registration deadline is April 8 
with early bird registration ending March 24.  To obtain the 
best rates at the Club House Hotel, please plan to make your 
reservation by March 24. 

·  September 3-8 :  Registration is open for PTPI’s 18th 
Worldwide Conference: Symposium on Peace and 
Conflict !  This premiere, membership event will take place at 
the Semiramis Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  
Highlights include educational and interactive sessions; a 
private showing of the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time 
at the Great Pyramids of Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on 
humanitarian activity; PTPI’s annual Awards Ceremony and 
much, much more!  You may also elect to extend your time in 
Egypt with a four-night Cruise on the River Nile  from 
September 8-13.  Click here for additional information and to 
register today! 

·  October 15-27 :   PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong. Delegates of this exciting 
program will see the Terra Cotta Warriors and the Giant 
Pandas, experience a day cruise on the Li River and 
attend special meetings and dinners.  The registration 
deadline is June 18.  Click here to register online.  Space is 
limited.  For questions, contact Cindy Baugh  at 
816.531.4701 x 117 or specialprograms@ptpi.org 

�

Student Initiatives 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
PTPI’s Uganda’s Dream Student Chapter poses with materials received from PTPI 
World Headquarters. Mukiibi Sperito serves as chapter president and James Mutyaba 
serves as the chapter advisor. Chapter members plan to participate in Global Youth 
Service Day and hope to begin filming some of their chapter activities for PTPI’s 
Student Chapter film project. 

·  Plan to participate in Global Youth Service Day , April 25-27, 
2008!  This annual event mobilizes millions of students 



around the world to take part in service projects.  Visit 
www.ptpigysd.org to learn about past projects and how to 
start your own!    

·  SAVE THE DATE: PTPI's Global Youth Forum  will be held 
in Denver, Colorado USA, November 12-16, 2008.  Join 
PTPI's President/CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower , for this 
annual four-day conference that brings together 250 students 
ages 13-18 from around the world.  Hear amazing speakers, 
participate in interactive workshops and bring home tools that 
will help you promote peace and understanding in your own 
community.  More details will be available on our Web site 
www.ptpi.org in May 2008.  

·  Catch up with students from the 2007 Global Youth Forum  
by visiting the newly created GYF Blog !  Go to 
http://ptpiglobalyouthforum.blogspot.com/ to read or post 
articles, testimonials and photos.   

·  PTPI welcomes two new student chapters to its family: 
PTPI’s Redondo Union High School Student Chapter  
located in Redondo, California USA and PTPI’s Fort Worth 
Country Day Student Chapter  located in Fort Worth, Texas 
USA.  

·  We are happy to announce the recent additions to PTPI's 
Sister Chapter Program .  PTPI’s Khmelnitsky Young 
Leader Student Chapter in Ukraine was matched with 
PTPI’s New Mexico Peacemakers Student Chapter  in Rio 
Rancho, New Mexico USA.  PTPI’s Uganda Angels of 
Humanity Student Chapter  in Kampala, Uganda was 
matched with PTPI’s Dowling Catholic High School 
Student Chapter  in Iowa USA.  And last but not least, 
PTPI’s Fort Worth Country Day School in Texas USA was 
matched with RI-SOL PTPI Hebron Community Based 
Learning Center in Hebron within the Palestinian 
Territories.  Good luck as you work on joint projects and build 
friendships!  

·  In other chapter news, PTPI’s Greater Houston Student 
Chapter  located in Houston, Texas USA started a free 
chapter blog. Check it out at http://ptpihouston.blogspot.com!  

·  TEAMWORK! PTPI’s Greater Princeton Student Chapter , 
PTPI’s Greater Houston Student Chapter , and PTPI’s Go 
International for Tomorrow Student Chapter  are working 
together to collect infant clothing for Mongolian children in an 
effort to reduce the country's infant mortality rate. The 
chapters are partnering with Flagstaff International Relief 
Effort  in Arizona USA to carry out this meaningful project.  

·  PTPI’s Zalishychyky Student Chapter  in Ukraine has been 
very active!  The chapter is gathering waste paper and scrap 
metal, and is encouraging other pupils to do the same.  In 
addition, chapter members have brought joy to their 
community with singing during the holidays; they even 
earned some money for the chapter treasury!  During 
Christmas, they sang carols, and on the eve of St. 
Valentine’s Day, the chapter held a new competition titled, 
“Sing out with Love.”  Everyone enjoyed love songs 
performed in English.  Judges awarded the participants, and 
the spectators learned more about classic, pop and modern 



music.  
·  PTPI’s newly chartered Pensacola Peace Train  located in 

Florida USA is planning to have a four-week denim drive in 
April and May. The denim will be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity , where it will be turned into environmentally-
friendly home insulation. The chapter hopes to collect at least 
500 pairs of jeans, enough to insulate an entire house. 

Be sure to also visit the Global Perspective  sections of this issue of 
On Track to learn about additional student initiatives around the 
world. 
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Glenn Brown and Gwenn 
Puetz, members of PTPI's 
Greater Kansas City 
Chapter, recently visited 
Col. Ruwan 
Wanigasooriya and his 
family in Sri Lanka. 

 

 

 

  

·  SAVE THE DATE:  PTPI’s Americas Region  is coordinating 
a meeting to take place in PTPI’s new office space at the 
Commerce Tower Building, October 3-4, 2008.  A block of 
rooms has been reserved under “People to People 
International” at the Aladdin Hotel (1215 Wyandotte Street - 
within walking distance of the office).  We encourage you to 
make your reservation soon as the rooms will be held only 
until September 12.  More details about the meeting, 
including an invitation and registration form, will be sent to 
chapters this summer.  For questions, please contact 
Theresa Stock Willmoth  at 816.561.4701 (x 116) or at 
chapters@ptpi.org.  

·  Attention Chapters in the Americas!   PTPI is seeking a 
chapter host for its 19th Worldwide Conference , which will 
be held in fall 2010.  Requests for proposals will be sent to 
chapter presidents this month with a deadline to submit a 
proposal by May 31, 2008.  PTPI's Worldwide Conferences 
are held biennially around the world and focus on the three 
main elements of our mission: international understanding, 
education and humanitarianism.  Questions can be directed 



to Karen Hoch  at 816.531.4701 (x 127) or at 
karenh@ptpi.org.  

·  Congratulations to Myrna Hanses , president of PTPI's El 
Dorado County Chapter  and recipient of the 2007 Warabi 
Keyaki Cultural Award  for her 30+ years of 
volunteerism with the Placerville, California USA and Warabi, 
Japan Sister City program!  Last November Myrna traveled to 
Japan to accept the award during a formal ceremony held at 
City Hall.  The mayor, city assemblyman, other government 
representatives and Japanese students, who had traveled to 
El Dorado County for Sister City youth leadership exchange 
programs, attended the celebration.  An article about Myrna 
receiving the award was featured in the March 3 issue of the 
newspaper, the Mountain Democrat.  

·  Glenn Brown  and Gwenn Puetz , members of PTPI’s 
Greater Kansas City Chapter , just returned from beautiful 
Sri Lanka where they spent ten days visiting Col. Ruwan 
Wanigasooriya  and Maj. Anuradha Kularatne  and their 
families.  Glenn and Gwenn sponsored the two military 
officers in 1997 and 2006 through the chapter’s longtime 
relationship with the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College  in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas USA.  Maj. 
Kularatne “rolled out the red carpet” by arranging private 
homestays and escorting them through the country.   

·  While recently in Taiwan, Edward Tucker , past president of 
PTPI’s Delaware Chapter , and his wife, SyouSyou,  enjoyed 
dinner with members of PTPI’s Tainan Chapter .  They 
shared ideas and discussed the efforts of their respective 
chapters in hopes of developing a strong relationship in the 
future.  

·  PTPI's Arizona Chapter  is hosting 20 students and five 
adults from PTPI's Kikugawa Chapter  in Japan, March 21-
26.  This visit follows one to the Japanese chapter in May 
2007.  Delegates will have homestays, visit the Grand 
Canyon and learn about Arizona's Native Americans during 
the exchange program 
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Global Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim 
  

 

 

 

Members of PTPI's East 
Suwon Korea Chapter 
enjoyed a bowling event 
with guests. 

 

 

 

  
·  February 21, PTPI's Dhaka Chapter hosted a program for 



Language Martyrs Day , a Bangladesh holiday that 
honors the individuals who sacrificed their lives to establish 
Bangla as one of the state languages of then Pakistan.  
Chapter members and guests from other organizations 
placed wreaths at Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka.  On 
January 2, chapter members organized an event to discuss 
the formation of two new chapters in their area.  Jahir  
Ahmmed Sarker , chapter president, and other officers were 
present.  

·  PTPI's Asian Pacific Office has moved into its new 
space!  Jasmine Kim , PTPI Asian Liaison, and Il Hoon 
Gwak, vice chairman of the Asia Pacific region and member 
of PTPI's Board of Trustees, can be contacted at  Rm 1011, 
Daeyoung Bldg, Yeouido, 44-1, Youngdungpogu, Seoul, 
Korea (postal code 150-714).   

·  PTPI National Korea Headquarters  held its 37th General 
Meeting  on February 29.  Fifty members attended.   

·  PTPI’s Hanyang Korea Chapter  (Chung-Rae Park , 
president) held its monthly meeting on February 21 with 
approximately 20 members in attendance.  Il-Young Kim  
delivered the inauguration medal to Mr. Park  on behalf of 
Seung-Nam Kim , PTPI Korea Chairman.  The Vice 
President of PTPI’s East Suwon Korea Chapter , Chang-
Hyun Kim , and members also attended the meeting because 
the two chapters are sister chapters.  

·  Seung-Nam Kim , Chairman of PTPI Korea National 
Headquarters, invited the past chairmen to dinner at the 
Hotel President on February 1.  First PTPI Korea Chairman 
Gyung-Won Park , 10th Chairman Jae-Doo Nam , 14th 
Chairman Jang-Young Park  were present as were Auditor 
Dong-Won Kim  and Secretary General Il-Young Kim .  

·  PTPI’s Anyang Korea Chapter  held an inaugural and 
farewell ceremony on January, 28. Dae-Young Jung  left 
office, and Jung-Ja Park  became the 31st chapter 
president.  Seung-Nam Kim , Il-Young Kim  and 100 other 
guests joined the ceremony.  

·  With Sun-Jun Kim  resigning due to health reasons, PTPI’s 
Chuncheon Korea Chapter  appointed Yoon-Pyo Hong  as 
new chapter president.  He accepted the appointment at an 
inaugural event held January 28.  Seung-Nam Kim  and Il-
Young Kim  attended the ceremony.  

·  PTPI’s Cheonan Royal Korea Chapter  hosted an inaugural 
and farewell ceremony on January 24.  Yoo-Young Park  left 
office, and Il-Suk Lee  was elected as the new president.  
Seung-Nam Kim , Il-Young Kim  and 150 guests including 
National Assembly members, Cheonan City mayor, Mu-
Young Sung , city assembly chair and officers from Camp 
Humphrey attended the celebration 

�

Global Perspective - Europe 
  

 

 



 

Members of PTPI’s 
Friends Meeting Friends 
Student Chapter in 
Kurchatov, Russia spent 
their weekends repairing 
and painting furniture at 
their school. 

 

 

 

  
·  ATTENTION! Internship Available 

PTPI’s European Office  in Berlin is offering a four-month 
internship from May 19 to September 19, 2008.  Applicants 
should have a good command of German and English. The 
deadline to apply is April 10.  For more information, please 
visit www.ptpe.org/internship.  

·  On February 15, PTPI's Interlaken Chapter  held its Annual 
Chapter Meeting. Thomas  Ammann  was elected as new 
president. Ernst Wälti  resigned after four years of 
leadership. The meeting was combined with a curling lesson. 
Afterwards all members warmed up to a hearty meal at the 
Sonne restaurant in Matten. For the “night owls,” the evening 
continued at the private jazz club of the new president.  

·  On February 27, PTPI’s Brussels Chapter  organized an 
exposition entitled “It’s Our History."  

·  On February 29, PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  held its Annual 
Meeting.  Hannelore Büchler  was re-elected as president. 
At the same time, the chapter hosted five young ladies from 
Yamanashi, Japan.  

·  A special congratulations goes to PTPI's Tallin Chapter  
which celebrates its 15th anniversary this month!  

·  March 16-31, twelve chapter members and two leaders from 
PTPI’s Eagles Student Chapter  in Oroslavje, Croatia are 
visiting PTPI's Teens Working Together Student Chapter  
in Santa Ynez, California USA.  Homestays, a community 
service project cleaning a local beach, and social gatherings 
such as meals and a trip to Disneyland will allow members of 
both chapters to get to know one another well.  They will also 
meet with PTPI's President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Mary Jean Eisenhower  and Jewelee Cox , PTPI's director of 
membership and homestays.  

·  On February 10 and 23, members of PTPI’s Friends 
Meeting Friends Student Chapter  in Kurchatov, Russia 
spent hours repairing old furniture and painting 15 desks and 
30 chairs at their school.  When hand-made shelves for the 
classroom equipment arrived shortly after, they decided to 
paint and varnish those as well! These activities helped to 
increase chapter spirit and membership; six new students 
joined the chapter as a result.  

·  On Valentine’s Day, PTPI’s Zalishchyky Student Chapter  
in Ukraine organized a contest for the best hand-made 
Valentine’s card.  Several pupils attended an exhibition of the 



cards where they discovered a large hall full of red hearts, 
happy wishes, love lines and colorful arrangements. On the 
eve of St. Valentine’s Day, the chapter also held a song 
competition with the title “Sing out with Love.”  Love songs of 
different performers were presented in English. The best 
cards and presentations of both competitions were awarded.  

·  On January 30, PTPI’s Eagles Student Chapter  in 
Oroslavje, Croatia organized a workshop about the influence 
of mass media on public opinion.  They invited a freelance 
reporter from the regional newspaper, Zagorski, as a special 
guest.   The group discussed methods of writing, choosing 
and publishing news.  

·  PTPI’s Children to Children Student Chapter  in Kharkiv, 
Ukraine organized two cultural awareness activities for 
students of different age groups. Students of the 5th grade 
were assigned to choose a country, learn about its traditional 
food and holidays and present their findings to their class. 
Participants cooked dishes traditional to the country. They 
then tasted the results of their efforts and compared dining 
traditions of Ukraine with those of other countries. Students 
of the 7th grade held a contest to increase appreciation of 
intercultural diversity. Six teams introduced six different 
countries of the world. Participants made posters with 
information about the culture of their chosen country.  

·  December 29, 2007 - January 9, 2008, PTPI’s Free Choice 
Student Chapter  in Kirovograd, Ukraine hosted Erald Himaj  
from Albania, a student who had attended the English 
language summer camp in Hungary that was organized by 
PTPI’s Pecs Adult Chapter  and some of the student chapter 
members. After discovering Kirovograd and the region, Erald 
was taken on a two-day visit to Kiev, the capital of Ukraine, 
by his host family. 
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Beirut Chapter President, 
Akl Fahed, during the 
chapter’s recent 
humanitarian activity. 

 

 

 

  
·  During December 2007, PTPI's Beirut Adult Chapter  

in Lebanon, hosted for the first time a special project 
entitled "They are Christmas," targeting underprivileged 
children and orphans in the “Mar Mikhael” 
Institute .  Chapter members bought gifts for more than 25 



children of the institute and a pizza dinner. Gifts were chosen 
based on what the children wanted, something that was 
determined by a special subcommittee working with the 
institute and meeting with the kids beforehand.  Chapter 
President Akl Fahed  said, “Isaac Fahed was our Santa 
Claus on that day! The girls carried our pizzas; we all wore 
red hats and went for the SURPRISE! Indeed on that night, 
we succeeded to draw the smile on the face of those kids 
who would have otherwise been left alone on Christmas. The 
kids were Christians and Muslims, and among our members 
were also Christians and Muslims. This did not make a 
difference on that night as long as we were all enjoying the 
festivity of the season and making change at the community 
level. We spent more than five hours with the kids (ages 3-
17), we celebrated our special Christmas night, distributed 
the gifts, played with them and Santa Claus, ate our pizzas, 
and spent the night with our new friends!”  To watch what did 
the Beirut Chapter did at the “Mar Mikhael” Institute, please 
visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWvISc_ctg0  

·  December was a busy month for PTPI's Beirut Adult 
Chapter . On the 23rd, members hosted a fundraising dinner 
also named "They are Christmas."  Sponsors were obtained, 
as well as donors, and tickets were sold out weeks before the 
dinner.  One hundred thirty guests attended. Akl Fahed , 
chapter president, gave a speech introducing People to 
People International and explaining how funds were spent.   

·  Please join us in welcoming PTPI's American Language 
Center Chapter  in Mohammedia, Morocco!  Hicham 
Hachlafi  serves as chapter president.  

·  We would like to recognize our very active student chapters 
in Sadat City, Egypt!  PTPI’s Agents of Change for 
Tomorrow Student Chapter  held a successful fundraising 
event and created a "loving atmosphere" in their school by 
selling roses and heart-shaped balloons for Valentine’s Day.  
For another activity, the chapter visited an Environmental 
Center.  

·  PTPI’s Sadat Peacekeepers Student Chapter  created a 
magazine about their student chapter, which they sold in their 
community as a fundraiser.  

·  On February 5 and 9, members from PTPI’s Agents of 
Change for Tomorrow Student Chapter  and PTPI’s Sadat 
Peacekeepers Student Chapter  traveled together to the 
Red Sea in Hurgada to take part in the “Let’s Build” Scouts 
Camp.  Students learned how to rebuild their character and 
discover their talents.  Both chapters are matched with U.S. 
classrooms through PTPI’s School and Classroom 
Program .  

·  A farewell dinner was held for the graduating chapter 
members of PTPI's Egypt Angels and Pharaohs of Peace 
Student Chapters  in Cairo, Egypt.  It was a great 
opportunity to thank all those who leave for college in the 
coming months as well as welcome new members.  

·  We encourage all student chapters from the Middle East and 
Africa to take part in Global Youth Service Day , a public 
education campaign that highlights the amazing contributions 



youth make to their communities through volunteering.  
GYSD is April 25- 27, 2008.  For more info, visit 
www.ptpigysd.org! 

 Be sure to visit PTPI's Middle East Web  site: www.ptpime.org. 
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Students in Iraq examine 
their School Supply Kits, 
courtesy of generous 
donations made to 
Operation Iraqi Children. 

 

 

 

  

·  We are pleased to report that Operation Iraqi Children  has 
reached two important milestones!  To date more than 1,100 
pallets and 200,000 School Supply Kits have been shipped to 
children in Iraq and Afghanistan.   

·  Philanthropy World Magazine's recent issue (volume 12, 
issue 6) highlights Gary Sinise , his work as cofounder of 
Operation Iraqi Children and OIC's collaboration with People 
to People International. 

·  Many thanks to the generous donors and tireless volunteers 
who ensure the success of this program created to provide 
much-needed school kits, books, shoes and more to those in 
need.  In particular, we would like to recognize our recent 
volunteers from Cottey College , the United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection  and Youth Volunteer Corps .  
For more information about OIC, please visit 
www.operationiraqichildren.org. Questions?  Please contact 
OIC Coordinator, Kelly  Meyer , at oicinfo@ptpi.org 

�

In Remembrance 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
We extend our sincere condolences to John Cowap , former 
president of PTPI's Chester Chapter  in England, for the recent 
passing of his wife, Barbara , and to Christine Edkins , chairperson 
of the chapter's music committee, for the loss of her husband, John .  
Our thoughts are with the families and friends of these individuals. 
�

Mission Statement/Our Beliefs 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Shown here: Dale W. Jieh and Shu Hwa Wong, both of the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Representative Office in the United States, attended the first concert of a U.S. 
tour by Chai Found Music Workshop of Taiwan, which was co-sponsored by PTPI's 
Delaware Chapter. 

The purpose of People to People International is to enhance international 
understanding and friendship through educational, cultural and humanitarian activities 
involving the exchange of ideas and experiences directly among peoples of different 
countries and diverse cultures.  It will cooperate with any and all other organizations 
which are of similar nature and purpose. 

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-cultural communication 
within each community, and across communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual 
understanding are central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

• We believe that greater understanding between individuals and peoples, worldwide, 



reveals universal values and aspirations. 

• We believe international educational and cultural exchange among youth further 
ensures long-term friendship and understanding. 

• We believe we all benefit from sharing different approaches to solving common 
problems. 

• We believe that individuals can often be more effective than governments in 
promoting human relationships and world peace. 

• We believe if people can better understand other cultures, they are more tolerant and 
accepting of differences. 

• We believe that citizens of all countries need personal contacts with other peoples 
and cultures. 

• We believe in the need to ensure the enduring legacy of People to People 
International. 

• We believe that People to People International is fun!  We believe in people! 
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