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Welcome to the July 2008 issue of People to People 
International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We encourage 
you to explore each section for updates and inspiring 
stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at �������������	
������
	��  
with news and photographs for future issues. 
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 
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Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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In this section, learn about 
Student/College/University 
Initiatives around the world.   

 

 ��!���"���#�$����� %��&���'���$��� �
Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  

 

 ��!���"���#�$����� %�����("�$���$���'� �
Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   

  
 

GLOBAL YOUTH FORUM  

 

Students ages 13-18 are invited to apply 
for PTPI's 2008 Global Youth Forum  in 
Denver, Colorado USA.  ���������	
��
���	��� ! 

 

GYFHC BLOG 

 

Be a part of the Journey! 
July 24 - August 3  

Delegates of PTPI's 2008 Global Youth 
Forum Humanitarian Conference  are 
about to embark on the adventure of a 
lifetime!  We invite you to share in their 
experience as they travel through Egypt 
on a cultural, historical and humanitarian 
mission.  ��������������������	� . 

 

AMERICAS REGION MEETING 

 

Join us for PTPI's first-ever Americas 
Region  Meeting  to be held in Kansas 
City, Missouri USA.  Click ����  to learn more 
and to register. 

 

THANK YOU!  



 

 ��!���"���#�$����� %��
��#�� �
Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     

 

 ��! ���"���#�$����� %�)����������(����$�� �
Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa .  

 

�#�����������*���&������� �
This section shares news from 
OIC: Operation Iraqi Children .  
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Congratulations to our 2008 Fund 
for American Studies  scholarship 
recipients!  

 

�����'�'!���$�� �
We bid farewell to members of our 
PTPI family who have passed 
away.  
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  

 

 

Much thanks goes to our interns, Mario 
Lopez , Katelyn Pirnie  and Ethan 
Steinberg , for their assistance at PTPI 
World Headquarters. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 

Congratulations to Calvin Elias for 
receiving an award in science!  Delegates 
of PTPI's Humanitarian and Cultural 
Mission to Tanzania visited Calvin and 
other students at the School of St. Jude in 
Arusha. 

 

ABOUT PTPI  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 

 



 

  
 

  

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Arabic and Chinese.   
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Masai villager ~ PTPI's Humanitarian and Cultural Mission to Tanzania in June included visits 
to the School of St. Jude in Arusha, a Masai Village and a three-day safari starting with the 
Ngorongoro Crater and ending in the Serengeti.  The delegation ended their time in Tanzania 
with a visit to Zanzibar.  

Please note that the Calendar of Events lists events as general 
or by region. 

GENERAL  

September 3-8:  PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference: 
Symposium on Peace and Conflict will take place at the 
Semiramis Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  Highlights include 



educational and interactive sessions; a private showing of the 
Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time at the Great Pyramids of 
Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on humanitarian activity; PTPI’s 
annual Awards Ceremony and much, much more!  PTPI's 
Board of Directors will meet September 3, and the annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for September 5.  
Confirmed speakers include Dr. Zahi Hawas, secretary-general 
of the Supreme Council for Antiquities; H.E. Father Nabil 
Hadad, founder and executive director of Jordanian Interfaith 
Coexistence Research Center; and Dr. Mohamed Kazem.  
Contact Karen Hoch at ����
������
	��  with questions. 

November 12-16:  PTPI's Global Youth Forum will be held 
in Denver, Colorado USA.  To register, visit www.ptpi.org. 

May 22-24, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's first Young 
Generation Global Youth Forum (YG GYF) to take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  Watch PTPI’s Web site for 
more details. 

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada USA!  More 
details will be announced as the meeting draws closer. 

AMERICAS  

July 27:  PTPI's Greater Palm Beach Chapter located in 
Florida USA will have a "Christmas in July" party to follow 
their collection of gifts for Hurricane Katrina victims living 
along the Mississippi USA coast. 

September 21:  PTPI's San Diego Chapter in California USA 
will have a special visit to the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography-Birch Aquarium, which will include a guided 
tour by Nigella Hillgarth, executive director, and a presentation 
by Dr. Debbie Zmarzly, coordinating scientist of the current 
exhibit. Dr. Zmarzly will speak on the subject of climate 
change and ocean policy issues.  This program will be an 
exciting and interesting learning experience for the whole 
family.  Please R.S.V.P. by September 15 by contacting 
Chapter Co-President Jared Levinson at ���������
�	
����

��  or 
+1.619.437.0031.  

October 3-4:  The Americas Region Meeting will take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA at PTPI World Headquarters.  
Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth at �������������
	��  or at 



+1.816.531.4701 x 116. 

ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

July:  PTPI Korea/Mongolia Exchange Program designed 
for PTPI Korea University Chapters.  Students will visit 
Mongolia for one month to teach Korean language and learn 
about Mongolian culture. 

October 15-27:  PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong.  Delegates will see the 
Terracotta Warriors and the Giant Pandas, experience a day 
cruise on the Li River and attend special meetings and dinners.   

December:  PTPI Korea's 26th Annual Awards Banquet 
and International Friendship Night.  This special event is for 
PTPI friends around the world and includes awards for 
excellence. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
fascinating destinations.  There is something for everyone as 
events are scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for 
details at ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

July 11-21: The Educational & Humanitarian Initiative to 
Russia visits Moscow, Novgorod and St. Petersburg.  
Highlights include meetings with representatives of the Russian 
government, the U.S. Embassy to Russia and the Gorbachev 
Foundation, and visits to the Kremlins of Moscow and 
Novgorod, Red Square, St. Sophia Cathedral and Petrovorets 
Palace. 

July 27 - August 12:  PTPI's Tallin, Estonia Chapter will 
hold its Annual Summer Camp, which welcomes participants 
ages 14-18 years.  For more information, contact Chapter 
President Ruta Pels at ��������	�
�� .  

August 1-12:  PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter in the Czech 
Republic will hold an international youth meeting, “From little 
things, big things grow.”  The meeting is supported by the 



European Commission as part of the Youth in Action 
Program.  Delegations from five countries will participate: 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Spain and Great Britain.  An 
aim of the project is to support the former Augustinian 
monastery in Sternberk and bring it back to life.  The event will 
also be a great intercultural learning experience. 

August 4-9:  PTPI’s Plovdiv Chapter based in Bulgaria is 
organizing the Young Generation Meeting to be held in 
Berlin, Germany. The meeting, which will be a training course, 
will focus on the topic, "Participation towards Citizenship.”  
Twenty-six individuals from 14 countries will participate.  For 
more information, please visit www.ptpe.org/yg2008_plovdiv.   

August 16:  PTPI's Zurich Chapter  will host the "All-Swiss 
Meeting."  Visitors from other countries are welcome.  
Homestays can be provided by PTPI’s Bern, Interlaken and 
Zürich Chapters before or after the meeting.  More 
information is available at www.ptpe.org/all-swiss-
meeting2008. 

September 4-9:  PTPI's Pécs Chapter in Hungary will visit 
Brussels, Belgium to participate in a program prepared by 
PTPI's Brussels Chapter. 

October 22-26:  PTPI will hold its third European Leadership 
Seminar in Berlin, Germany.  This year's topic is “Public 
Relations.”  European PTPI chapter presidents and trustees are 
invited.  Visit www.ptpe.org/programs/leadership-seminar-
2008 for more information. 

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

July 24 - August 3:  PTPI's 4th annual Global Youth Forum 
Humanitarian Conference (GYFHC) will travel to Egypt.  
Follow their blog at http://ptpigyfhc.blogspot.com/.  

September 11-16:  Join us for PTPI's first Middle East/Africa 
Regional Conference in Egypt.  Chapter members will have a 
chance to meet face-to-face and plan activities for the coming 
year as they explore the conference's theme, "Inspiring Youth to 
Take the Lead."  Please contact Ahmed Roushdy, PTPI Middle 
East/Africa liaison, at ������	����������
	��  or +2.011.478.7434 for 
details. 
�
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PTPI Vice Chairman of the Americas, Barbara Capozzi, and the Buffalo/Niagara Falls Chapter 
hosted eleven Boy Scout leaders from Saudi Arabia.  The leaders were accompanied by three 
Egyptian interpreters/guides.  They visited Niagara Falls, local sites and had a luncheon held 
in their honor.  The guests learned about People to People International and its numerous 
programs.  The visit was exciting for all!  

·  Help Us Help Others Build New Memories.  Board Member 
Anita Manuel  and PTPI's Greater Palm Beach Chapter  in 
Florida USA are once again organizing "Christmas in July" to 
benefit Hurricane Katrina victims living along the Mississippi 
USA coast.  The collection deadline for gifts is July 18.  To 
donate or for questions, contact Michele Sordelet  at 
+1.561.386.2345 or +1.561.655.5777. 

·  The Student Ambassador adventures and many warm 
friendships that have touched the life of Barbara 
Capozzi , board member and vice chairman of the Americas, 
were featured in a Buffalo News article last month.  To read 
the article, go to: 
http://www.buffalonews.com/185/story/366648.html.  In 
addition, last month Barb welcomed a group of Boy Scout 
leaders from Saudi Arabia and their Egyptian guides to her 
town of Buffalo, New York USA.  

·  In conjunction with PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference  in 
Cairo, Egypt, PTPI's Board of Directors  will meet 
September 3.  The annual Board of Trustees Meeting  is 
scheduled for September 5.   

Friendly Reminder:  Members of PTPI's Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees are encouraged to submit news and 
photos of your PTPI activities worldwide.  Please submit news 
to Stacey Chance at �������������	
������
	��  
�
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Members of PTPI’s Metro Atlanta Student Chapter in Georgia USA drove to Kansas City, 
Missouri USA in April to deliver 1,564 school supply kits and 90 stuffed animals to Operation 
Iraqi Children!  Shown here from left to right are Wesley Amick, Summer Amick, AshLeigh 
Berglund, Victoria Cole and David Amick.  

·  PTPI’s Global Youth Forum  is filling up quickly!  Act now to 
make sure that you are with us in Denver! 

What:    PTPI’s 7th annual Global Youth Forum 
Where:  Denver, Colorado USA 
When:   November 12-16, 2008 
Who:     250 students ages 13-18 from around the world 

We invite you to join PTPI’s President and CEO, Mary Jean 
Eisenhower, at the base of America’s Rocky Mountains for the 
2008 Global Youth Forum!  We will spend four exciting days 
exploring PTPI’s mission of Peace through Understanding and 
how it relates to this year’s theme, Global Education:  
Providing a Vision for the Future. 

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER ONLINE 
TODAY.  Registration is open to students 13-18 years of age 
(and who will not be enrolled in a college or university) and 
will close on August 31 or when we reach capacity, whichever 
comes first. 

Please contact �	����	
����
�������
	��  for more information. 

Experience the difference of Peace through 



Understanding…one mile up. 

·  Delegates of PTPI's 2008 Global Youth Forum 
Humanitarian Conference  (GYFHC) are about to embark on 
the adventure of a lifetime!  We invite you to share in their 
experience as they travel through Egypt on a remarkable 
cultural, historical and humanitarian mission.  Click here to 
visit their daily blog. 

·  PTPI’s School & Classroom Program  has opened 
registration for the 2008-2009 school year! This rewarding 
program is a free service that connects teachers and their 
students (grades kindergarten through 12) with classes in 
other countries for pen pal exchanges and projects that 
improve cultural understanding and encourage friendship.  
Teachers, register today or contact Paige Leitnaker  at 
classroom@ptpi.org to request a registration form.  

·  Vyacheslav “Slava” Valerievich Romanychev  is the 
recipient of the 2008 School & Classroom Program 
Scholarship !  Slava lives in Vladimir, Russia and will be 
joining peers from around the world at PTPI's Global Youth 
Forum to be held in Denver, Colorado USA this November.  
Slava’s class has been communicating with students in Fort 
Collins, Colorado USA through the School & Classroom 
Program for the past school year.  Slava is excited to 
experience Colorado on his own!  Upon his return to Vladimir, 
Slava intends to begin a Student Chapter in his community.  

·  Alexa Varano  of PTPI's All 4 Peace Student 
Chapter  was honored at the Sussex Country High School 
Caring Award Ceremony  after being chosen as Sparta High 
School's representative.  Each year, this professional 
association for counselors sponsors two Caring Award 
Programs for middle and high school students.  Alexa was 
nominated by her school counselor for her involvement with 
People to People International's programs such as the Global 
Youth Forum and Student Chapters, and her selfless support 
of the children in Uganda.  

·  PTPI’s Student Department would like to welcome Katelyn 
Pirnie  as the summer Youth Programs Intern.  Katelyn is 
working on her Bachelor's degree in International Business 
and Marketing with a minor degree in Nonprofit Leadership at 
Rockhurst University in Kansas City.  She also travelled as 
a Student Ambassador to Australia.  Katelyn is very excited 
to be at PTPI to help further her goals toward a career in an 
international non-profit.  We’re excited to have her with us as 
and she has been a great addition to the office!   

·  PTPI is pleased to begin offering a new category of  
grants for PTPI Student Chapter programs!   Chapters are 
able to apply for one $250.00 USD Chapter Grant annually.  
The grant requires no match from the chapter.  Chapters 
must meet application guidelines, and awarding of the grants 
is not automatic.  Examples of programs that may receive 
chapter grants include but are not limited to:  

·  Local community events  
·  Chapter fundraisers  
·  Networking with other organizations  



·  Exchanges through PTPI's International Visitors 
Program  

·  Assisting students who wish to participate in the 
Global Youth Forum  

·  Global Youth Service Day projects  
·  Cultural or humanitarian programs 

·  We are pleased to announce four new student chapters.  
Welcome to the PTPI family!  

·  Plano West Student Chapter  in Plano, Texas USA  
·  Horizon Student Chapter  in Tirana, Albania  
·  Prospectors for Peace Student Chapter  in 

Cameron Park, California USA  
·  Hillcrest High School Student Chapter  in Durban, 

South Africa 
·  PTPI’s Student Department is pleased to offer a Stu dent 

Chapter Training Workshop  on August 23 in Old 
Greenwich, Connecticut USA.  This event is for our U.S. East 
Coast Student Chapter members, who wish to take their 
knowledge, skills and leadership to the next level!  PTPI will 
accommodate four student chapter members and one 
chapter advisor from each student chapter on the East 
Coast.  Students and advisors will meet other chapter 
members, and attend sessions to learn more about their role 
within their chapter and to gain tools to realize their full 
potential.  Register at www.ptpi.org.  PTPI hopes to bring the 
training workshop to other regions in the future.  

·  Learn about a chapter near you by visiting a Student Chapter 
Web site!  Many PTPI Student Chapters have decided to 
create a chapter Web site, along with the officer position 
“Webmaster.”  We are inspired by their creativity and 
dedication!  

·  Synergy Student Chapter  
http://ptpi.web.googlepages.com  

·  Medfield Student Chapter  
http://medfieldchapter.org  

·  Greater Princeton Student 
Chapter  http://web.mac.com/princetonptpi  

·  All 4 Peace Student Chapter  
http://www.all4peace4all.org  

·  GIFT Student Chapter  
www.gointernationalfortomorrow.org  

·  LIFE Student Chapter  www.ptpi-lifechapter.org  
·  Metro Atlanta Student Chapter  www.ptpi-

metroatlanta.org  
·  PEACE Student Chapter  www.ptpipeace.org/en  
·  TWT Student Chapter  

www.teensworkingtogether.com  
·  Silesian Student Chapter  

http://international.edu.pl/secondary-school/people-
to-people-chapter  

·  Kids of Gordion Student Chapter  
http://kidsofgordion.iremebru.com  

·  Pharaohs of Peace Student Chapter  
www.pharaohsofpeace.8m.com  



·  Vaslui Student Chapter  www.ptpvaslui.piczo.com  
·  EAGLES Student Chapter  www.srednja-skola-

oroslavje.hr  
·  Pécs Student Chapter  

www.studentchapter.gportal.hu  
·  PTPI's Metro Atlanta Student Chapter  in Georgia USA held 

an international dinner, in which members brought dates from 
different countries to share their culture with other members 
and guests.  Members also built 1,598 school kits for 
Operation Iraqi Children  and drove them to the warehouse 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  And, last but not least, the 
chapter joined other Atlantans in this year’s Hunger 
Walk/Run, which for more than 20 years has united Atlantans 
of all ages and athletic backgrounds to support hunger and 
poverty relief.  Thousands of participants come together each 
March for this event to raise more than $300,000.   PTPI 
congratulates the Metro Atlanta Student Chapter for their 
tremendous service work and efforts to raise cultural 
awareness!   

·  PTPI's Young Generation  will have its first YG Global 
Youth Forum , which will be held in Kansas City, Missouri 
USA, May 22-24, 2009!  Watch for details coming soon on 
PTPI’s Web site.  

·  Do you want to learn more about how to join or start a PTPI 
Student Chapter ?  Visit 
http://www.ptpi.org/programs/StudentChapters.aspx to get 
started today 
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On Father's Day, 
members of PTPI's Bogota 
Colombia Chapter 
prepared a meal and 
donated clothing to the 
homeless individuals living 
within their community. 

 

 

 

  

·  SAVE THE DATE:  PTPI’s Americas Region  Meeting  will 
be held in Kansas City at PTPI World Headquarters, October 
3-4.  A block of rooms has been reserved under “People to 
People International” at the Aladdin Hotel (1215 Wyandotte 



Street, Kansas City, Missouri).  Invitations with registration 
details will arrive in chapter members' mailboxes soon!  
Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth  at +816.561.4701 x 
116 or at chapters@ptpi.org with questions.  

·  Help Us Help Others Build New Memories.  PTPI's Greater 
Palm Beach Chapter  in Florida USA is once again 
organizing "Christmas in July" to benefit Hurricane Katrina 
victims living along the Mississippi USA coast.  The collection 
deadline for gifts is July 18.  To donate or for questions, 
contact Michele Sordelet  at 561.386.2345 or 561.655.5777. 

·  PTPI Greater Kansas City Chapter  members, Gene and 
Linda Jacobs  and Bill and Peggy Parolin , recently hosted 
two students, Mario  Lopez  and Ethan Steinberg , in their 
homes.  Both young men were interns at PTPI World 
Headquarters.  Mario, who is from Queretaro, Mexico, 
and Ethan, who is from Chicago, Illinois USA, attended the 
chapter's welcome event for the international officers 
attending the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas USA.  Ethan is also a 
recipient of the Mary Jean Eisenhower Partnership for 
Peace Award , for which he was selected at PTPI's 2007 
Global Youth Forum.   

·  On July 12, Pastor Charles Kagenda , a human rights 
activist who spent thirty years working in Uganda, spoke 
about his work and the historical development of human 
rights in Uganda to PTPI's San Diego Chapter  in California 
USA.  

·  In honor of Father's Day, PTPI's Bogota Colombia Chapter  
in partnership with the National Police Department and 
ACOVONAL printed 150 invitations, which were distributed 
among the abandoned, impoverished elderly individuals of 
their community.  Chapter members prepared a hot breakfast 
for them, and provided entertainment and clothing.  Jorge 
Moreno Aldana , chapter president, and Hugo Hernan 
Orjuela , treasurer, spoke about the meaning of Father's 
Day.  Surplus food and clothing from the event was 
distributed by the National Police Department to other 
homeless individuals living in the "Bronx" area in downtown 
Bogota.  

·  PTPI's Buffalo/Niagara Falls Chapter  met with the East 
Coast travel team from Invisible  Children.   A featured 
speaker at PTPI's 2006 Global Youth Forum, the 
organization is dedicated to raising awareness and activism 
for the harsh realities of northern Uganda's night commuters 
and child soldiers.  Chapter President Barbara Capozzi , 
along with members Ginine Capozzi  and Brandon Wiley , 
hosted the students at a luncheon.  The group spoke at local 
high schools and colleges in Western, New York USA, 
sharing Invisible Children's video and information about the 
current issues in Uganda.  

·  PTPI's Delaware Chapter sponsored a Circles of 
Understanding program with small group discussions 
about The Netherlands on May 25.  Visit the chapter's 
Web site at www.ptpde.org for highlights. 
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Global Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
PTPI's HAFS (Hankuk Academy of Foreign Students) Student Chapter in South Korea 
participated in an environmental program entitled "Wild Flower Research Day."  
Members assisted primary school students and helped to raise awareness about 
conserving native plants, trees and animals.  The photos taken that day were displayed 
at their school.  Students were invited to view the photos, while chapter members 
explained their PTPI activities. 

·  In March, PTPI's Inverell Chapter  located in Australia 
hosted a delegation of four adults and nine students from 
France.  Chapter President Les Parsons  and members 
organized a reception with the mayor, a barbeque and 
sightseeing of local attractions.   

·  June 7, PTPI's Okinawa Chapter  in Japan hosted a Spring 
Picnic with games and a music program.  

·  PTPI National Headquarters  in Korea hosted seminars to 
lay the foundation for creating additional chapters. 

·  July 1, a seminar was held in Gwangju, South Korea 
to establish two new chapters.  

·  July 7, a ceremony was held to establish the PTPI 
Gyeryong Korea Chapter .  Bo-Hwan Woo  will 
serve as chapter president.  

·  July 9, a ceremony was held for the formation of 
three chapters in the Gangnam area.  

·  July 10, a cermony was held to establish three 
chapters in the Gangbuk area. 

·  PTPI's Ulsan Korea College Chapter  held its 30th 
Ceremony of Foundation at West Campus on May 25. 

·  PTPI's Sookmyung Korea Women University Chapter  
formed a sister relationship with PTPI's Konkook Korea 
University Chapter  on July 12. 

·  A Young Leaders Program  was sponsored in conjunction 
with the Korea America Friendship Organization  on July 
16.  Secretary General Il-Young Kim  participated. 

�

Global Perspective - Europe 



  
 

 

 

During an All Romania 
Conference hosted by 
PTPI's Roman Chapter, 
members took their guests 
from PTPI's Chisinau 
Chapter in Moldova and 
PTPI's European Office in 
Berlin, Germany to an 
impressively painted 
monastery in Voronet. 

 

 

 

  
·  PTPI’s Silesian Student Chapter  in Katowice, Poland has 

launched its Web site.  Please visit 
http://international.edu.pl/secondary-school/people-to-people-
chapter. 

·  PTPI’s Pecs Student Chapter  in Hungary has also created 
a Web site.  We encourage you to take a look at 
www.studentchapter.gportal.hu. 

·  A photo gallery with impressions of PTPI’s European 
Conference  in Rimini, Italy is now available at 
www.ptpe.org/rimini2008/gallery.  The conference, which was 
held May 8-11, attracted more than 120 participants 
throughout Europe and the United States. We thank all 
participants for making this event special. 

·  May 16-18, PTPI’s Sternberk, Czech Republic Chapter  
went rafting on the river Moravská Sázava.  In two days, the 
sportive group covered a distance of more than 40 
kilometers. 

·  On May 21, PTPI’s Bucharest Chapter  in Romania 
organized a meeting for members and non-members.  
Special guest was Lars Poignant  from PTPI’s European 
Office. 

·  The Regional Meeting of PTPI’s Roman Chapter  in 
Romania, May 24-25, was a great success. PTPI members 
and friends from different chapters in Romania and Chisinau 
in Moldova gathered in the beautiful little town of Voronet to 
develop new programs and discuss possibilities for 
cooperation. 

·  May 29, PTPI’s Sternberk, Czech Republic Chapter  
decorated 98 gingerbreads, which were later sold at a benefit 
to raise money for the youth exchange they will host this 
summer. 

·  June 1, a delegation of PTPI’s Mihail Kogalniceanu 
Student Chapter  in Vaslui, Romania, gathered to design 
bracelets for Children’s Day.  They created some beautiful 
bracelets using colored ribbons, shiny gems and little 
ornaments. 

·  Members of PTPI’s Tallinn, Estonia Chapter  traveled to 
Pärnu on June 1 to participate in the opening ceremony of 
the annual art exhibition entitled "Man and Woman" in the 
New Art Museum, where Annick and Pierre Debien  from 



PTPI’s Angoulême Chapter  in France also created a large 
installation entitled "Tant qu'il y aura des arbres."  During 
their stay in Estonia, the guests from France also visited 
PTPI’s Viljandi Chapter .  The exhibitions in Pärnu and 
Viljandi will be open until September 1.  This art project in 
Estonia is the result of seven years' cooperation between 
PTPI’s Angoulême Chapter President Annick Debien and 
PTPI’s Tallinn, Estonia Chapter President Ruta Pels .  Annick 
and Pierre Debien had a homestay in Tallinn, June 2-5. 

·  PTPI’s The Doves Student Chapter  in Sofia, 
Bulgaria organized several fundraising events in April and 
May.  The proceeds were used to buy urgently-needed plates 
and glasses for the local “Pencho Slaveykov” Orphanage.  A 
delegation of the chapter presented the items, as well as 
some special treats for the children of the orphanage on June 
2.  We congratulate the chapter on this excellent 
humanitarian initiative. 

·  June 7, PTPI’s Sternberk, Czech Republic Chapter  
celebrated Children’s Day.  For the occasion, everything was 
decorated in blue, and everyone dressed in blue.  June 6-17, 
a delegation of PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  in Germany travelled 
to Hungary, where they visited Budapest and PTPI's 
Veszprém and Pécs Chapters .  Photos from their stay in 
Pécs are available at the Web site of PTPI’s Pécs Chapter:  
www.ptppecs.hu/en_kepek.html. 

·  The dinner dance of PTPI’s Brussels Chapter  in Belgium on 
June 21 was a great success.  The theme,“the hippie years,” 
was very well received.  More information about this event is 
available at www.peopletopeople.be. 

·  A delegation of PTPI’s Teens Working Together Student 
Chapter  from Santa Ynez, California USA toured parts of 
Europe from June 17 to July 2.  The five young chapter 
members and their two leaders, Elly Washington  and Kay 
Kuns , were hosted successively by PTPI’s Berlin  Chapter  
in Germany, PTPI’s Gliwice Student Chapter  in Poland and 
PTPI’s Silesian Student Chapter  in Katowice, Poland and 
PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter  in the Czech Republic.  In 
between, the group also spent several days in Budapest.  As 
the tour's theme, “Friendship Caravan,” predicted, friendships 
were built along the way. 

·  Between June 29 and August 4, PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter  
is hosting the Language Ambassador Katie Gorrell  from 
California USA.  Katie will teach English part-time and have 
the opportunity to discover Czech culture and hospitality. 

·  PTPI’s Interlaken Chapter  in Switzerland is expecting a 
group of 44 Student Ambassadors from the United States in 
mid July.  The chapter will arrange homestays and a special 
program for their guests 
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PTPI's Agents of Change 
for Tomorrow and Sadat 
Peace Keepers Chapters 
hosted an event, exploring 
cultures from around the 
world, at their school in 
Sadat City, Egypt. 

 

 

 

  

·  We are proud to announce that PTPI's Middle East & Africa 
Office  will host the first Middle East/Africa Regional 
Conference  in Egypt with the theme Inspiring Youth to Take 
the Lead. The conference will be held September 11-16 , 
2008.  Its aim is to bring all chapters in the region together for 
the first time.  We have an exciting opportunity for everyone 
to meet face-to-face and plan an amazing year with one 
another.  The conference will combine cultural, humanitarian 
and educational activities.  A main focus will be chapter 
development with sessions about how to promote your 
chapter, think outside the box, think internationally but act 
locally... and many more.  You can meet PTPI members from 
Morocco, Turkey, Palestine, Lebanon, South Africa, Uganda 
and Egypt.  JOIN US TODAY!  Please contact PTPI’s Middle 
East/Africa Liaison Ahmed Roushdy  for more information at 
ahmedroushdy@ptpi.org or call +2.011.478.7434  

·  PTPI’s Middle East/Africa Liaison Ahmed Roushdy  visited 
PTPI’s Kids of Gordion Student  Chapter  in Ankara, Turkey 
in April.  He met chapter members and officers, and received 
an extensive report from the chapter officers.  Also in Turkey, 
he chartered PTPI's first adult chapter there -- PTPI’s 
Smyrna Adult Chapter .  Chapter members have discussed 
several future educational, cultural and humanitarian 
activities.  Moreover, the chapter is planning to host other 
PTPI chapters in their community.  

·  In celebration of 2008 Global Youth Service Day , PTPI’s 
Kids of Gordion Student Chapter  in Ankara, Turkey 
painted pictures of animals and made them into postcards, 
which were sold among students at their school to raise 
money for an animal shelter in Sinop, Turkey.  Eighty-three 
individuals participated in the project!  PTPI’s Middle 
East/Africa Liaison Ahmed  Roushdy  made a special visit to 
see the chapter in action.  Chapter members shared their 
project, gave a tour of the school and presented school 
souvenirs.   

·  PTPI’s Agents of Change for Tomorrow Student Chapte r 
teamed up with PTPI’s Sadat City  Peacekeepers Student 
Chapter  to organize a project benefitting children in a local 



orphanage in Sadat City, Egypt.  Chapter members led a 
school assembly to inform their fellow students about Global 
Youth Service Day.  They also took the opportunity to 
encourage students throughout the school to donate to the 
orphanage.  The chapters created a large painting of the 
GYSD logo and displayed it at the assembly.  The two 
chapters later visited the orphanage, bringing athletic and 
entertainment equipment along with snacks for the 
children.  The chapters have decided to continue their project 
by inviting the children in the orphanage to visit their school 
during the school’s annual International Day.  

·  PTPI’s White Hopes of Tingis Adult Chapter  in Tangier, 
Morocco attended an international conference with the theme 
"The new meanings of peace after 9/11" organized by the 
University of Tetuan .  Presenters were scholars from 
different countries, who tackled different issues related to 
peace in today's world.  Abderrahman Boukhaffa , chapter 
advisor, conducted a presentation entitled ''Enhancing peace 
through international organizations: the case of People to 
People International."  

·  PTPI’s Pharaohs of Peace Adult Chapter  in Cairo, Egypt 
held a cultural activity.  They visited the Khan el Khalili 
bazaar as well as Bet El Sehemy, an ancient house in old 
Cairo.  Chapter members enjoyed learning about their 
heritage and culture.  

·  Special thanks to all of the chapters that participated in this 
year’s Global Youth Service Day! We are proud to announce 
that more than 40 chapters in 16 countries took part. 
 Students in Turkey, Uganda, Bulgaria, Russia, Estonia, 
Bahamas, Lebanon, Sierra Leone, Croatia, Egypt, Hungary, 
Romania, Ukraine, South Korea, the Palestinian Territories, 
and the USA made an impact around the world!  

·  We also extend a warm welcome to the following: 
·  PTPI’s White Hopes of Tingis Adult Chapter  

based in Tangier, Morocco was chartered on June 1, 
2008.  Hassan Belhadj  will serve as chapter 
president.  

·  PTPI's Smyrna Adult Chapter in Izmir, Turkey was 
chartered on April 1, 2008.  Asya  Esen will serve as 
chapter president.  

We wish our new friends every success in their efforts to 
enhance Peace through Understanding.  Be sure to visit PTPI's 
Middle East Web site www.ptpime.org  and don’t miss our first 
regional conference 
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Volunteers from Fairway 
Woods in Kansas USA 
assemble school supply 
kits at the OIC 
Warehouse. 

 

 

 

  

·  The OIC Warehouse in Kansas City, Missouri USA would like 
to thank the many volunteers, who have generously given 
their time to assemble school supply kits for the children of 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  In particular, we would like to 
acknowledge Bobby Stivers  and Brice  Shomber , both of 
whom have volunteered 20-25 hours per week for the past 
few months, and Youth Volunteer Corps , whose members 
have been coming to the warehouse every summer since 
OIC was founded four years ago.  

·  Since June 3, 18,176 school supply kits and 432 backpacks 
containing school supply kits have shipped from the OIC 
Warehouse to Iraq and Afghanistan for the new school year, 
along with 1,065 pairs of shoes and 1,044 stuffed animals.  In 
addition, 2,560 school supply kits were sent to the 
Philippines as part of a special request by military stationed 
there.  

·  To learn how to start a supply drive or become involved with 
OIC, visit www.operationiraqichildren.org or contact OIC 
Director, Kelly  Meyer , at oicinfo@ptpi.org. 
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The Fund for American Studies 
  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Hoang 
Anh Thi Nguyen, a 2008 
PTPI/TFAS Scholarship 
recipient. 

 

 

 

  
More than five years ago, PTPI forged a relationship with The Fund 
for American Studies  because many of its programs align with our 



mission.  Each year, PTPI awards up to four scholarships of $500 to 
TFAS participants.  We are proud to announce the PTPI/TFAS 
scholarship winners for 2008!  

·  Irina Alexandrescu , Academy of Economic Studies, 
Bucharest, Romania  

·  Sarah Hyser , University of Rochester, NY USA  (also a PTPI 
Global Youth Forum alumnus!)  

·  Hoang Anh Thi Nguyen , Academy of Finance, Hanoi, 
Vietnam  

·  Olga Zhdanova , V. Dahl East Ukrainian National University, 
Luhansk, Ukraine 

About this month's featured recipient:  "Hoang Anh Thi 
Nguyen recently finished her Bachelor's degree at the Academy of 
Finance in Hanoi, Vietnam.  Her  major is banking and finance.  She 
is a volunteer at Friendship Village, where she tutors children with 
Agent Orange-related deformities and organizes programs collecting 
clothes and books for them.  She enjoys meeting people from 
different countries and learning about their cultures.  She also enjoys 
going out with friends and taking photos." 

We will feature the last PTPI/TFAS Scholarship recipient in the next 
issue of the On Track e-newsletter 
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Heartfelt condolences go to the families and friends of the following 
individuals, who have recently passed away.   

·  Leilani Lutes , longtime member of PTPI's San Diego 
Chapter  in California USA and wife of chapter member, 
Eugene Lutes , passed away in April.   

·  Dr. Dessie Beatrice Alexander Coleman  passed away on 
May 20.  She was a retired teacher from the Houston 
Independent School District and Texas Southern University, 
and a delegate of PTPI's 2000 Worldwide Conference in 
Hong Kong and our 2007 travel program to Prague and 
Berlin.  



·  John Little , a delegation leader for the People to People 
Sports Ambassador Program, died in a tragic accident 
on May 30.  He was a fifth grade teacher at Planz Elementary 
School in Bakersfield, California USA. 
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PTPI’s Beirut Chapter in Lebanon touched the hearts of many when they coordinated a 
visit to the Sami Makdessi Comfort Home for the Syriac Orthodox. Twenty-two 
volunteers, seven of whom were individuals who had learned of the chapter's work and 
wanted to join their efforts, spent the day with elderly residents, bringing home-made 
meals, and grooming and personal items.  Sewing and other handicraft materials 
and games were brought for entertainment, as well as a singer, who with the chapter 
members, sang old Lebanese songs that brought back memories of childhood.  
The day was a great success that deeply touched the chapter and residents alike.  

The purpose of People to People International is to enhance 
international understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas 
and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures.  It will cooperate with any and all other organizations 
which are of similar nature and purpose. 

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-
cultural communication within each community, and across 
communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual understanding are 
central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

·  We  believe   that  greater  understanding  between  
individuals  and  peoples  worldwide  reveals  universal  
values  and  aspirations; 

·  We  believe   international  educational  and  cultural  
exchange  among  youth  further  ensures  long�term  
friendship  and  understanding;     

·  We  believe   we  all  benefit  from  sharing  different  



approaches  to  solving  common  problems;     

·  We  believe   that  individuals  can  often  be  more  effective  
than  governments  in  promoting  human  relationships  and  
world  peace;     

·  We  believe   if  people  can  better  understand  other  
cultures,  they  are  more  tolerant  and  accepting  of  
differences;     

·  We  believe   that  citizens  of  all  countries  need  personal  
contact  with  other  peoples  and  cultures;      

·  We  believe   we  need  to  ensure  the  enduring  legacy  of  
People  to  People  International;     

·  We  believe   that  People  to  People  is  inspirational!     

·  We  believe   in  people!     

·  We  believe   in  Peace  through  Understanding! 
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