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Welcome to the August 2008 issue of People to People 
International's On Track  E-newsletter.  We encourage 
you to explore each section for updates and inspiring 
stories.  Please contact Stacey  Chance  at �������������	
������
	��  
with news and photographs for future issues. 
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Open this section for our Calendar 
of Events .  There is something for 
everyone! 

 

�����������  

Board News  includes activities 
and news from members of our 
Board of Directors and Board of 
Trustees.   
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In this section, learn about 
Student/College/University 
Initiatives around the world.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - the Americas .  

 

  
 

GLOBAL YOUTH FORUM  

 

Registration for the Global Youth 
Forum closes August 31!  Click ����� for 
details and to register online today. 

 

AMERICAS REGION MEETING 

 

The deadline to register for the Americas 
Region  Meeting  is September 10.  ���������


	��  

 

ECO-FRIENDLY MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

 

PTPI is now using envelopes and 
letterhead made from recycled paper for 
its membership  renewal notices .  Watch 
for the new envelopes, which are reusable 
for mailing your dues! 

 

ABOUT PTPI  
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim.   
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Europe.     
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Visit this section for a Global 
Perspective - Middle East/Africa .  
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Congratulations to our 2008 Fund 
for American Studies  scholarship 
recipients!  
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Open this section for PTPI's 
Mission Statement and Our 
Beliefs.  

 

 

  
 

  

 

People to People International (PTPI)  
was founded on September 11, 1956 by 
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower .  
He believed if contact could be made 
directly among the world's people, citizen 
diplomacy and global friendships would 
endure.  His granddaughter, Mary, makes 
PTPI her life's work, serving as president 
and chief executive officer. 

Peace through Understanding 

 

ON TRACK TRANSLATIONS  

 

PTPI's On Track  E-newsletter is available 
in English, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Arabic and Chinese.   
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Matryoshkas or nesting dolls ~ In July, PTPI’s Educational & Humanitarian Initiative to 
Russia visited the cities of Moscow, Novgorod and St. Petersburg.  Delegates learned about the 
country’s people and culture through visits with officials from the Gorbachev Foundation, 
Novgorod Mayor’s Office and U.S. Embassy to Russia, and interactions at a senior citizens 
center and children’s orphanage. 

Please note that the Calendar of Events lists events as general 
or by region. 

GENERAL  

September 3-8:  Approximately 200 members from around the 
world will gather for PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference: 
Symposium on Peace and Conflict at the Semiramis 
Intercontinental in Cairo, Egypt.  Highlights include 
educational and interactive sessions; a private showing of the 
Egyptian Museum of Antiquities; time at the Great Pyramids of 
Giza and The Sphinx; a hands-on humanitarian activity; PTPI’s 
annual Awards Ceremony and much, much more!  PTPI's 
Board of Directors will meet September 3, and the annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting is scheduled for September 5.  
Confirmed speakers include Dr. Zahi Hawas, secretary-general 
of the Supreme Council for Antiquities; H.E. Father Nabil 
Hadad, founder and executive director of Jordanian Interfaith 
Coexistence Research Center; Dr. Mohamed Kazem and Dr. 
Naila Takla.  Contact Karen Hoch at ����
������
	��  with questions. 

November 12-16:  PTPI's Global Youth Forum will be held 
in Denver, Colorado USA.  To register, visit www.ptpi.org. 



January 29-31, 2009:  PTPI’s Board of Directors will meet in 
Jupiter, Florida USA for their Board of Directors Meeting.  
More information will be provided as the date draws nearer.  

May 22-24, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's first Young 
Generation Global Youth Forum (YG GYF) to take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA!  Watch PTPI’s Web site for 
more details. 

June 3-4, 2009:  PTPI’s Board of Directors Meeting will be 
held in conjunction with PTPI’s European Council Meeting in 
Montpelier, France.  Details will be provided as we get closer to 
the date.  

September 3-6, 2009:  SAVE THE DATES for PTPI's Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada USA!  More 
details will be announced as the meeting draws closer. 

AMERICAS  

September 21:  PTPI's San Diego Chapter in California USA 
will have a special visit to the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography-Birch Aquarium, which will include a guided 
tour by Nigella Hillgarth, executive director, and a presentation 
by Dr. Debbie Zmarzly, coordinating scientist of the current 
exhibit. Dr. Zmarzly will speak on the subject of climate 
change and ocean policy issues.  This program will be an 
exciting and interesting learning experience for the whole 
family.  Please R.S.V.P. by September 15 by contacting 
Chapter Co-President Jared Levinson at ���������
�	
����

��  or 
+1.619.437.0031.  

October 3-4:  The Americas Region Meeting will take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri USA at PTPI World Headquarters.  
Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth at �������������
	��  or at 
+1.816.531.4701 x 116. 

ASIA/PACIFIC RIM  

October 15-27:  PTPI's Educational & Humanitarian 
Initiative to China  will visit the cities of Beijing, Xian, 
Chengdu, Guilin and Hong Kong.  Delegates will see the 
Terracotta Warriors and the Giant Pandas, experience a day 
cruise on the Li River and attend special meetings and dinners.   

December:  PTPI Korea's 26th Annual Awards Banquet 



and International Friendship Night.  This special event is for 
PTPI friends around the world and includes awards for 
excellence. 

EUROPE 

Regularly:  PTPI's Brussels Chapter in Belgium organizes a 
variety of special events on a regular basis.  Each Thursday, 
participants practice French-language speaking skills at Tables 
de conversation.  Day excursions are also planned to several 
fascinating destinations.  There is something for everyone as 
events are scheduled each month.  Contact the chapter for 
details at ptpbelgique@skynet.be. 

August 20-21:  PTPI's Berlin Chapter in Germany will host a 
group from Céret, France. 

September 4-9:  PTPI's Pécs Chapter in Hungary will visit 
Brussels, Belgium to participate in a program prepared by 
PTPI's Brussels Chapter. 

October 22-26:  PTPI will hold its third European Leadership 
Seminar in Berlin, Germany.  This year's topic is “Public 
Relations.”  European PTPI chapter presidents and trustees are 
invited.  Visit www.ptpe.org/programs/leadership-seminar-
2008 for more information. 

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA  

September 11-16:  PTPI will hold its first Middle East/Africa 
Regional Conference in Egypt.  Chapter members will have a 
chance to meet face-to-face and plan activities for the coming 
year as they explore the conference's theme, Inspiring Youth to 
Take the Lead.  Contact Ahmed Roushdy, PTPI Middle 
East/Africa liaison, at ������	����������
	��  or +2.011.478.7434 for 
details. 
�
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Trustee Kathleen Meyer 
with Jordanian teachers 
Mohammed Yousef, 
Khaled Alamro and Saleh 
Al-Rawais at a dinner 
hosted by PTPI's 
Delaware Chapter in the 
United States. 

 

 

 

  

·  In conjunction with PTPI's 18th Worldwide Conference  in 
Cairo, Egypt, the Board of Directors  will meet September 3. 
The annual Board of Trustees Meeting  is scheduled for 
September 5.   

·  SAVE THE DATES:  January 29-31, 2009, the Board 
of Directors will meet in Jupiter, Florida USA, 
and June 3-4, 2009, they will meet at PTPI's European 
Council Meeting in Montpelier, France.  More 
information will be provided as dates draw nearer. 

Friendly Reminder:  Members of PTPI's Board of Directors 
and Board of Trustees are encouraged to submit news and 
photos about their PTPI activities worldwide.  Please 
submit news to Stacey Chance at �������������	
������
	�� . 
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PTPI’s Doves Student Chapter in Bulgaria and PTPI’s Youth Programs Coordinator Kristine 
Knutter made a difference at a local orphanage, where they played with eager, lively children.  
The chapter donated food to the orphanage and strived to make each child feel special during 
the outing. 

·  Global Youth Forum   
GYF registration CLOSES on August 31!  Act now to make 
sure that you are with us in Denver. 

What:    PTPI’s 7th annual Global Youth Forum 
Where:  Denver, Colorado USA 
When:   November 12-16, 2008 
Who:     250 students ages 13-18 from around the world  

We invite you to join PTPI’s President and CEO, Mary Jean 
Eisenhower at the base of America’s Rocky Mountains for the 
2008 Global Youth Forum!  We will spend four exciting days 
exploring PTPI’s mission of Peace through Understanding, and 
how it relates to this year’s theme, Global Education:  
Providing a Vision for the Future! 

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER ONLINE 
TODAY.  Registration is open to students ages 13-18 (and who 
will not be enrolled in a college or university) and will close on 
August 31 or when we reach capacity, whichever comes first. 

Please contact �	����	
����
�������
	��  for more information. 

Experience the difference of Peace through 
Understanding…one mile up. 

·  The delegates of PTPI's 2008 Global Youth Forum 
Humanitarian Conference  (GYFHC) have returned home 
from their adventures in Egypt!  Read their daily travel blog.  

·  Registration for PTPI’s School & Classroom Program  is 
open for the 2008-2009 school year.  This rewarding program 
is a free service that connects teachers and their students 
(grades kindergarten through 12) with classes in other 
countries for pen pal exchanges and projects that improve 
cultural understanding and encourage friendship.  Teachers 
and adult advisors, register today or contact Paige Leitnaker  
at classroom@ptpi.org to request a registration form.  

·  PTPI is accepting applications for the Joyce C. Hall College 
Scholarship .  Five students will be selected to 
receive $2,000 USD, which will be sent directly to their 
university or college to be applied to their account.  
Applicants must be current PTPI members and full-time 
students.  International students are encouraged to apply.  
Applications must be received by October 15, 2008.  To 



download an application form, visit our Web site 
at www.ptpi.org and click on the link Student 
Programs/Financial Aid.  

·  PTPI is offering a new category of grants for PTPI Student 
Chapter programs!  Chapters are able to apply for one 
$250.00 USD Chapter Grant annually.  The grant requires no 
match from the chapter.  Chapters must meet application 
guidelines, and awarding of the grants is not automatic.  
Examples of programs that may receive chapter grants 
include but are not limited to:  

·  Local community events  
·  Chapter fundraisers  
·  Networking with other organizations  
·  Exchanges through PTPI's International Visitors 

Program  
·  Assisting students who wish to participate in the 

Global Youth Forum  
·  Global Youth Service Day projects  
·  Cultural or humanitarian programs 

·  PTPI's Young Generation  will hold its first YG Global Youth 
Forum  in Kansas City, Missouri USA, May 22-24, 2009!  
Watch for details coming soon on PTPI’s Web site.  

·  Do you want to learn how to join or start a PTPI Student 
Chapter ?  Visit 
www.ptpi.org/programs/StudentChapters.aspx to get started 
today 
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PTPI's Bogota, Colombia 
Chapter is sponsoring a 
female team to compete at 
the 2008 Homeless World 
Cup in Melbourne, 
Australia. Seventy-seven 
percent of the players 
involved in the tournament 
experience significant 
change in their lives. 

 

 

 

  

·  SAVE THE DATE:  PTPI’s Americas Region  Meeting  will be 
held in Kansas City, Missouri USA at PTPI World 
Headquarters, October 3-4.  A block of rooms has been 
reserved under People to People International at the Aladdin 
Hotel (1215 Wyandotte Street, Kansas City, 



Missouri).  Please contact Theresa Stock Willmoth  at 
+816.561.4701 x 116 or at chapters@ptpi.org with questions. 

·  August 17, PTPI Delaware Chapter  members held a picnic 
to welcome home the Student  Ambassadors  who traveled 
abroad from their region this summer.  More than 100 people, 
including students, delegation leaders and chapter board 
members, gathered to enjoy a meal, share stories about 
travel experiences and participate in a one-mile walk 
that raised funds for 2009 Student Ambassadors.  The 
chapter reported that the picnic had its largest attendance 
ever.  Congratulations to Co-Presidents Jean Raleigh  and 
Georgi  Marquisee  and Carl Hutter , chair of the chapter's 
Student Ambassador Program.  

·  In addition, July 29, the PTPI Delaware Chapter  hosted a 
dinner for visiting Korean government officials, and Jordanian 
and Moroccan teachers of English who, under the auspices 
of the U.S. State Department, spent six weeks at the 
University of Delaware's English Language Institute .  

·  August 14, Atlanta officials and local and international guests 
celebrated the launch of PTPI's Atlanta Chapter .  Kick-off 
activities began with a VIP reception with Georgia general 
assembly members, local elected officials, honorary and 
professional consulate generals, PTPI President/CEO Mary 
Eisenhower , U.S. Ambassador  Theodore Britton, 
Jr ., Chapter President Trey Ragsdale , founding chapter 
members and key city business leaders in attendance.  The 
following day, Georgia Governor  Sonny Perdue , who 
serves as the chapter's honorary chair, Mary 
Eisenhower , Ambassador Britton , PTPI students and 
Chapter Vice President Arnold Martin  spoke at the Georgia 
State Capitol on the chapter's behalf. 

�

Global Perspective - Asia/Pacific Rim 
  

 

 

 

PTPI Korea Chairman 
Seung-Nam Kim met with 
a core group of individuals 
to discuss the opening of 
an English-speaking PTPI 
chapter in northeast 
Seoul. 

 

 

 

  
·  Throughout July, PTPI National Korea Headquarters  met 

with various groups to lay the foundation for new chapters.  In 
addition to meetings reported in the July issue of the On 
Track E-newsletter, July 12, PTPI Korea Chairman Seung-
Nam Kim  met with Steve Rego , an education consultant and 
retired U.S. Army officer, to discuss the opening of an 



English-speaking chapter in northeast Seoul.  The chapter 
would enable Koreans and foreign residents living in Seoul to 
learn more about one another's cultures.  PTPI National 
Korea Headquarters' goal is to establish 35 new chapters -- 
15 adult and ten student -- in the coming year. 

�

Global Perspective - Europe 
  

 

 

 

Participants of the Tallinn, 
Estonia Chapter's annual 
summer camp enjoy 
"Sports Day" activities on 
the beach. 

 

 

 

  
·  PTPI’s Tallinn Student Chapter  hosted a group of Student 

Ambassadors  from the United States, July 6-8.  
·  July 10, Andris Piebalgs , the European commissioner for 

energy, and Lawrence D. Wohlers , chargé d’affaires at the 
U.S. Mission to the European Union, invited PTPI’s Brussels 
Chapter  to attend the opening of an art exhibition at the 
headquarters of the European Commission in 
Brussels, Belgium.  The exhibit featured sculptures by U.S. 
artist John  D. Antone .  Daniel Schaubacher , chapter 
president, and Blanche Decoster Peycker , PTPI trustee and 
chapter vice president, shared information about PTPI’s 
mission and programs with exhibit hosts, the artist, European 
officials and U.S. diplomats, as well as other attendees.  In 
addition, on July 26, chapter members visited the medieval 
castle of Gaasbeek for a guided tour of the interior structure 
and special exhibits.  The outing concluded 
with refreshments at a nearby tavern.   

·  PTPI’s Interlaken Chapter  in Switzerland also hosted a 
group of Student Ambassadors  from the United States in 
mid July.   

·  PTPI's Tallin, Estonia Chapter  organized its annual 
summer camp for students ages 14-18 years old, July 27 - 
August 12.     

·  August 4-9, PTPI’s Plovdiv Chapter  from Bulgaria organized 
a Young Generation  meeting in Berlin.  The meeting was a 
training course on the topic, "Participation towards 
Citizenship."  Twenty young adults from Europe participated.  
For meeting highlights, visit www.ptpe.org/yg2008_plovdiv.  

·  August 1-12, PTPI’s Sternberk Chapter  in the Czech 
Republic held an international youth meeting with the theme, 
From Little Things, Big Things Grow.  It was sponsored by 
the European Commission as part of its Youth in Action 



Program.  Delegations from five countries, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Finland, Spain and Great Britain, worked 
together towards the meeting's goal to support 
Sternberk's Augustinian monastery and bring it back to life.  
The event was also an enjoyable, intercultural learning 
experience.  

·  PTPI's Zurich Chapter  hosted the "All-Swiss Meeting" on 
August 16.      

·  PTPI’s Berlin Chapter  will host a group from Céret, France, 
August 20-21.  Chapter members have arranged homestays 
and activities for their guests.  

·  ANNOUNCEMENT:  Experience true American life by being 
part of our Homestay Excursion  to the U.S. Pacific Coast !  
European delegates of this exciting program will participate in 
homestays with three PTPI chapters located near San 
Francisco, Las Vegas and Los Angeles.  CLICK HERE for 
more details and to register. 
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Delegates of PTPI's 
Global Youth Forum 
Humanitarian Conference 
volunteered at the 
Egyptian Food Bank, 
where they assembled 
813 boxes, enough food to 
feed three families of three 
for a year! 

 

 

 

  

·  PTPI's Middle East & Africa Office will host the first Middle 
East/Africa Regional Conference , September 11-16, 
2008 in Egypt.  The conference theme is Inspiring Youth to 
Take the Lead.  Chapters from this region will meet face-to-
face to plan activities for the coming year.  The conference 
will combine cultural, humanitarian and educational activities 
and include sessions focusing on chapter development.   

Registration for this event is closed.  We look forward to 
welcoming those who will attend!  Please contact PTPI’s 
Middle East/Africa Liaison Ahmed Roushdy at ������	����������
	��  
or +2.011.478.7434 with questions. 



·  Be sure to also visit PTPI's Middle East Web site 
at www.ptpime.org. 

�

The Fund for American Studies 
  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Olga 
Zhdanova, a 2008 
PTPI/TFAS Scholarship 
recipient. 

 

 

 

  
More than five years ago, PTPI forged a relationship with The Fund 
for American Studies  because many of its programs align with our 
mission.  Each year, PTPI awards up to four scholarships of $500 to 
TFAS participants.  We are proud to announce the PTPI/TFAS 
scholarship winners for 2008!  

·  Irina Alexandrescu , Academy of Economic Studies, 
Bucharest, Romania  

·  Sarah Hyser , University of Rochester, NY USA  (also a PTPI 
Global Youth Forum alumna!)  

·  Hoang Anh Thi Nguyen , Academy of Finance, Hanoi, 
Vietnam  

·  Olga Zhdanova , V. Dahl East Ukrainian National University, 
Lugansk, Ukraine 

About this month's featured recipient:  Olga Zhdanova  
recently received her Master's degree in marketing from V. Dahl East 
Ukrainian University.  In 2002, she and eight others were chosen 
from a competition of 500 pupils to spend a year as foreign exchange 
students in the United States, where she became involved in local 
community initiatives.  It was during that time that she solidified her 
plans to become "an international person ... open to new worlds, 
cultures and people."   

Since 2004, Olga has been employed by the Internet Access and 
Training Program in Lugansk.  She is responsible for organizing 
training seminars and working with alumni of the company's 
American Academic Exchange Program.  She is also head of the 
Lugansk American Alumni Council, which organizes community 
service and charity events for various groups and cooperates 
with regional nongovernmental organizations.  She is involved with 
the Eastern Ukrainian Center for Civic Initiatives and the Lugansk 
Regional Charity Foundation.  Recently, she was selected as a 
"Student of the Year" at her university. 
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Mission Statement/Our Beliefs 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Shown here, PTPI’s delegation of YGs with Trustees/Leaders Chuck Theusch and 
Steve Ferringer and children from Phon Village, Laos.  The sign reads: This library is 
presented to the people of Phon Village by People to People International.  Erected by 
2008 Young Generation students representing the United States and people of Phon 
Village.  June 25, 2008. 

The purpose of People to People International is to enhance 
international understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural and humanitarian activities involving the exchange of ideas 
and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures.  It will cooperate with any and all other organizations 
which are of similar nature and purpose. 

People to People International is dedicated to enhancing cross-
cultural communication within each community, and across 
communities and nations.  Tolerance and mutual understanding are 
central themes.  While not a partisan or political institution, PTPI 
supports the basic values and goals of its founder, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Our Beliefs  

·  We  believe   that  greater  understanding  between  
individuals  and  peoples  worldwide  reveals  universal  
values  and  aspirations; 

·  We  believe   international  educational  and  cultural  
exchange  among  youth  further  ensures  long�term  
friendship  and  understanding;     

·  We  believe   we  all  benefit  from  sharing  different  
approaches  to  solving  common  problems;     

·  We  believe   that  individuals  can  often  be  more  effective  
than  governments  in  promoting  human  relationships  and  
world  peace;     



·  We  believe   if  people  can  better  understand  other  
cultures,  they  are  more  tolerant  and  accepting  of  
differences;     

·  We  believe   that  citizens  of  all  countries  need  personal  
contact  with  other  peoples  and  cultures;      

·  We  believe   we  need  to  ensure  the  enduring  legacy  of  
People  to  People  International;     

·  We  believe   that  People  to  People  is  inspirational!     

·  We  believe   in  people!     

·  We  believe   in  Peace  through  Understanding! 
�
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